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I periods. 
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by  Registrar  General. 

1 Table  E. — Comparative  Vital  Statistics — Administrative  County  and 
England  and  Wales. 
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COUNl’Y  COUNCIL  DURHAM 


7V>  the  Chairm(t)i  (md  Members  of  the  ('oiintji  Council  of  Durban) . 

Ijiulies  and  ( J(Mit leineii. 

L havo  pleasure  in  submitting  m_\'  annual  r('[Jorl  on  the  health  of  the  ■ 
administrativ'e  county  and  the  work  oi'  the  Countv  Health  Servdces  for  ■ 
1!)54. 

It  will  be  observed  that  assistant  medical  oflicers  conmienced  duty  j 
in  three  further  areas.  In  eacli  case  the  othcer  is  also  medical  officer  of  i 
health  for  all  the  county  districts  comprising  the  ai-ea.  This  left  only  < 
one  area  vacant  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  an  appointment  had  been 
made  there  also.  Progress  in  the  i-eview  of  the  scheme  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  medical  officers  of  health  in  county  districts  made  under  Section  j 
ril  of  the  Local  Ciovernment  Act,  1933,  continues.  Agreement  has 
bocTi  reached  in  most  parts  of  the  county  and  only  a few  local  problems 
remain  to  be  settled. 

Idle  only  impoi'tant  change  in  the  organisation  of  the  County  Health  I 
Services  was  the  termination  of  the  arrangement  by  which  since  July, 
1948,  a district  midwifery  service  in  certain,  principally  rural,  areas  of 
the  county  and  a district  nursing  service  throughout  the  county  were 
provided  by  the  County  Nursing  Association.  This  occurred  on  1st 
April,  after  which  date  these  ser\'ices  were  j^rovided  directly.  The  staff 
of  the  Nursing  Association  were  offered  appointments  with  the  County 
(^ouncil  and  all  ljut  one  or  two  wore  able  to  accept  the  offer,  the  change 
over  taking  place  without  any  interruption  of  service. 

The  organisation  of  the  ambulance  service,  which  since  very  shortly 
after  its  establishment  has  been  labouring  under  the  demand  placed 
on  it,  has  been  under  review  for  some  time  and  this  review  was  com- 
pleted during  the  yeai'.  The  proposed  adjustments  to  the  service  are 
set  out  briefly  in  the  body  of  the  report.  When  they  have  been  com- 
pleted—and  this  may  take  a little  time — it  is  hoped  that  the  service  may 
be  able  to  overtake  the  work  with  greater  efficiency  and  some  economy. 

The  birth  rate  has  been  fairly  stable  for  the  last  few  years.  The  decline 
in  the  number  of  mothers  attending  the  Council’s  ante-natal  clinics, 
however,  continued  unabated.  This  is  the  fourth  successive  year  in 
which  this  effect  has  been  clearly  noticeable. 

Acute  infectious  diseases  gave  no  cause  for  concern  though  the 
incidence  of  acute  poliomyelitis  was  slightly  higher  than  in  1953. 

I welcome  another  chance  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued 
guidance  and  support,  and  of  thanking  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  assistance,  not  only  in  the  preparation  of 
this  report,  but  in  many  other  ways  throughout  the  year. 

T have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
IAN  McCRACKEN. 

County  Health  Department, 

Shire  Hall, 

DURHAM. 

November,  1955, 


STAFF  OF  THE  COUNTY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


■ County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Ian  McCracken,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(!  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

G.  Wilson,  .AI.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

E.  S.  Williamson,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  L.L.A.,  D.P.H. 

ij!  Assistant  Welfare  Medical  Officers. 

I M.  L.  Anderson,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.  A.  Barrett,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

I]j.  R.  Benham,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.  (part-time). 

I M.  Birch,  M.B.,  B.S.,  appointed  14.10.54. 

I H.  Blacklay,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  L.M.,  appointment  terminated 
: 15.7.54. 

I M.  M.  Copland,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  appointed  1.12.54. 

*G.  M.  Cox,  M.B.,  B.S. 

M.  M.  Dickinson,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (tem])orary). 

■ P.  Dixon,  M.B.,  B.S. 

■ A.  J.  M.  Gilruth,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.Obst.  R.C.O.G.,  D.C.H., 
appointed  1.6.54. 

_ P.  Greenslade,  M.B.,  B.S.  (part-time). 

I M.  E.  Hegarty,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

M.  J.  Hegarty,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. , D.P.H. 

M.  K.  Henegan,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  appointment  terminated 
20.10.54. 

H.  Hindson,  M.D.,  B.S.  (part-time). 

V.  M.  Merritt,  M.B.,  B.S.  (temporary) — resigned  31.10.54. 

M.  F.  Murray,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  (temporary). 

M.  T.  McFaciden,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

M.  Raw,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  retired  30.4.54. 

W.  M.  Rodgers,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.  (part-time). 

I L.  Ross,  M.B.,  B.S.  (temporary). 

K.  Schaps,  M.D.  (Heidleberg)  also  M.O.  Hardwick  Hall  Maternity 
Home. 

E.  Schonberger,  M.D.  (Vienna). 

J.  Sherriffs,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  W.  Tonge,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (part-time). 

E.  V.  Tregillus,  M.D.,  Ch.B.  (part-time). 

* Engaged  in  work  of  Children  Department. 

I 

I 

1 

i(i  Dental  Surgeons — Part-time  at  Welfare  Centres. 

I D.  A.  Husband,  L.D.S. 

J.  F.  Mallett,  B.D.S. 

I W.  Moss,  L.D.S. 

, T.  H.  Smailes,  L.D.S. 

S.  Todd,  L.D.S. 


I 


t) 


Assistant  jVIedical  Officeks. 

J.  A.  \V.  Keid,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.B.H. 

S.  Ludkiii,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

J.  L.  Siddle,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

L.  A.  M.  .Johnston,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

G.  A.  Maogregor,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

J^.  G.  Dniimnond,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

J.  W.  A.  Rodgers,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

J.  G.  J’aley,  M.R.C.8.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

H.  G.  J)onald,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

M.  W.  Rodgers,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 
H.  J.  Peters,  M.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 


C.  J.  H.  Stock.  B.Sc.,  F.R.l.C.  (until  30.(1.54). 
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8. 
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9. 
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11. 
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No. 

12. 

County  Analyst 

County  Health  Inspector. 

T.  S.  Yarrow,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 
Miss  A.  Fraser. 


Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitors. 
Miss  M.  Pattison. 

Miss  E.  D.  Shaw  (resigned  31.1.54). 

Miss  W.  E.  Morgan  (appointed  1.4.54). 


Health  Visitors. 

The  establishment  of  health  visitors  is  140.  On  the  31st  December 
there  were  105  health  visitors  on  the  staff  (including  8 temporary 
health  visitors)  and  the  following  summary  shows  the  qualifications 
possessed  by  them. 


Supt.  Health  Visitor  possesses 

qualifications  number  1,  3,  4 
1 Dep.  Supt.  Health  Visitor  ,,  1,  3,  4 
1 >5  j>  >>  >>  1>  3a,  4 

72  Health  Visitors  ,,  1,3,4 

30  „ „ „ 1,3a,  4 

1 „ „ „ 2,  3 

1 8 4 

] 4 


1 Ministry  of  Health 
Certificate  for  Health 
Visitors. 

2 Sanitary  Inspectors’ 

^ Certificate  (Royal 

Sanitary  Institute). 

3 Certificate  of  Central 
Midwives  Board. 

3a  do.  Part  I only 

4 State  Registered  Nurse. 


Midwifery  and  Nursing  Services. 

Superintendent. 

Miss  K.  Furness,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  combined  appointment 
from  1.4.54. 

Deputy  Superintendents. 

Miss  N.  Dodds,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  combined  appointment  from  1.4.54. 
Miss  N.  Hawkins,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Q.I.D.N., 
from  1.4.54. 


/ 


Assistant  Supekintendents. 

Miss  E.  Miller,  S.R.N.,  8.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Q.I.D.N.  from  1.4.54. 
Miss  G.  Patterson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N.  from  1.4.54. 


Domiciliary  Midwives  and  District  Nurses. 

129  District  Midwives. 

42  District  Nurse-Midwives. 

107  District  Nurses. 


Weights  and  Measures  Inspixtors,  who  also  act  as  Food  and 
Drugs  Sampling  Officers. 


A.  Graham  (Chief). 

J.  Trotter,  B.Sc.  (Deputy). 
C.  Bateson. 

T.  Lamb. 

R.  A.  Morrison. 

E.  G.  Pickering. 


J.  H.  Routledge, 
E.  Rowland. 

D.  H.  Seaton. 

I.  A.  Sharman. 

J.  W.  Simpson. 
G.  W.  Woods. 


Nurseries. 

5 Matrons,  38  Nursing  and  15  Domestic  Staff. 


Mental  Health. 

7 Duly  Authorised  Officers. 
1 Home  Teacher. 


Occupation  Centres  for  Mental  Defectives. 
3 Supervisors. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

1 Organiser.  13  Assistant  Organisers. 

Blind  Persons. 

17  Home  Teachers. 

Contact  Tracing. 

1 Social  Worker. 


Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulance  Officer. 
Assistant  Staff  Officer. 
Maintenance  Officer. 

2 Divisional  Staff  Officers. 
2 Liaison  Officers. 

281  Driver-Attendants. 

30  Clerk  Telephonists. 

6 Mechanics. 


H 


STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (520,275 

Jicgistrar-Goneral’s  estimate  of  pojnilation,  mid- 1954  ...  910,690 

Rateable  value  as  at  the  1st  A])ril,  1 954  .. . ...  ...  £4,348,265 

Smn  represented  by  a jjenny  rate. . . ...  ...  ...  £16,496 


Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Live  Births 

' Legitimate 

...  15,282 

7,826 

7,456 

^Illegitimate 

450 

237 

213 

Stillbirths 

" Legitimate 

392 

208 

184 

^Illegitimate 

14 

6 

8 

Total  births  (live  and  still) 

...  16,138 

8,277 

7,861 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  population  mid- 1954  ...  17.3 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . . 25.2 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,457 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  average  population  ...  ...  11.5 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. — 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
{Live  and  still)  birth t 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

0.06 

Other  puerperal  causes 

13 

0.81 

Total 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one 

14 

year  of  age. — 

0.87 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  31 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births. . . ...  31 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from. — ■ 


Cancer 

IMeasles 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 


No.  of  Fate  per  1,000  estimated 

Deaths.  average  population. 

1,874  2.06 

2 0.002 

6 0.01 

27  0.03 
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COMMITTEES. 

The  administration  of  matters  affecting  public  health  and  of  tht^ 
National  Health  Service  Acts,  1946-1952,  and  the  National  Assistance 
Acts,  1948  and  1951  in  so  far  as  they  affect  the  County  Council,  devolve 
upon  the  Health  Committee.  In  connection  with  the  administration 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Acts  the  following  standing  committees 
have  been  established. — ■ 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Ambulances 

Midwifery,  Home  Nursing,  Health  Visiting  and  Domestic  Help 

Mental  Health 

E.  E.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home 

These  sub-committees  with  the  exception  of  the  Mental  Health 
Sub-Committee  which  meets  at  two  monthly  intervals,  have  meetings  in 
each  month  except  August.  In  connection  with  the  administration  of 
the  National  Assistance  Acts  there  is  a standing  Welfare  Sub-Committee 
which  meets  monthly  except  in  August . 

There  are  twelve  Area  Health  Sub-Committees  which  meet  monthly, 
bi-monthly  or  quarterly. 


j AREA. 

The  area  of  the  administrative  county  is  620,275  acres — 143,043  in 
ti  municipal  boroughs  and  urban  districts  and  477,232  in  rural  districts — 
fj  the  density  of  population  being  1.47  persons  per  acre. 

I On  the  1st  April  in  accordance  with  the  Gateshead  Extension  Act  , 
tE  1953,  90  acres  were  transferred  from  Felling  Urban  District  to  Gates- 
head  County  Borough. 

i 

j In  accordance  with  the  County  of  Durham  (Parishes  of  Cold 
fl  Hesledon,  Dalton-le-Dale,  Haswell  and  Hawthorn)  Confirmation 
(]j  Order,  1954,  as  from  1st  April,  1.391  acres  of  the  Parish  of  Hawthorn 
'if  were  transferred  to  the  Parish  of  Haswell  and  approximately  5 acres 
^cj  of  the  Parish  of  Dalton-le-Dale  were  transferred  to  the  Parish  of  Cold 
H Hesledon. 

! The  administrative  county  consist  of  4 municipal  boroughs,  21  urban 
if  districts  and  10  rural  districts.  The  area  of  each  of  these  districts  is 
given  in  Table  B at  the  end  of  this  report. 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for  the  administrative 
county  for  mid-year  1954  is  910,690  and  shows  an  increase  of  4,190 
)!j  compared  with  his  estimate  for  mid-year  1953.  The  estimated  popula- 
il  tion  of  each  sanitary  district  in  the  administi'ative  county  is  given  in 
T Table  B at  the  end  of  this  report. 


RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  administrative  county  on  the  Ist  April, 
H 1954,  was  £4,348,265  and  a penny  rate  represented  the  sum  of  £16,496. 


1(1 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

'I'ho  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  administrative  county 
during  1954  was  15,732  equal  to  a rate  of  17.3  per  1,000  population 
compared  with  17.7  for  the  previous  year.  The  provisional  rate  for 
(England  and  Wales  during  1954  is  15.2. 

Of  the  total  live  bii-ths  registered  7,826  males  and  7,456  females  were 
legitimate  and  237  males  and  213  females  illegitimate,  the  percentage 
of  illegitimate  liv(>  births  to  total  liv’^e  births  being  2.9  compared  with  3.1 
in  1953. 

The  number  of  still  births  registered  was  406  equal  to  a rate  of  25.2 
])or  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  compared  with  23.9  during  1953.  Of  the 
still  births  registered  208  males  and  184  females  were  legitimate  and 
6 males  and  8 females  illegitimate. 


The  stillbirth  rate  among  illegitimate  children  was  30  ])er  1,000 
births. 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 

'file  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  administrative  county  during 
the  year,  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  10,457 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  1 1.5  per  1,000  population  compared  with  11.0 
in  the  previous  year. 


Tlie  adjusted  death-rate  for  the  administrative  county  in  accordance 
with  the  comparability  factor  (1.15)  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
is  13.2  per  1,000  population. 


TNFANO^  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  registered 
during  the  year  was  484  and  shows  a decrease  of  12  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  equal 
to  31,  the  same  as  last  year,  the  lowest  on  record  for  this  county.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  25.5. 


The  death-rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  was  31  while  the  death-rate  of  illegitimate  infants 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  was  also  31. 


Of  the  484  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  184  or  38%  were 
registered  as  being  due  to  prematurity  occurring  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  registered,  the 
number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  and  the  infant 
mortality  rate  for  the  last  ten  years. 


iJ 


Table  1. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

1945 

15,039 

837 

54 

194G 

18,408 

909 

49 

1947 

19,354 

964 

50 

1948 

17,779 

831 

47 

1949 

16,853 

746 

44 

1950 

16,132 

648 

40 

1951 

15,806 

671 

42 

1952 

15,575 

513 

33 

1953 

16,064 

496 

31 

1954 

15,732 

484 

31 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  Medical  Research  Council,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  continue  to  be  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  public 
health  laboratory  service. 

The  laboratory  situated  at  the  Government  Buildings,  Ponteland 
Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  undertakes  all  examinations  for  the  County 
of  Durham. 

Table  2 shows  the  number  of  specimens  submitted  for  examination. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  and  CLINICS. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres, — The  number  of  welfare 
centres  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  92. 


Dental  Clinics. — Seven  clinics  were  in  operation  during  the  year, 
and  in  addition  the  school  dental  officers  in  Stockton-on-Tees,  treated 
some  children  under  5 years. 


Ante-Natal  (7^wz‘c5.— Sessions  were  being  held  at  87  centres  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Post-Natal  Clinics. — At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  centres 
at  wliich  post-natal  sessions  were  held  was  24.  At  centres  where 
numbers  do  not  justify  special  sessions,  advice  is  given  at  ante-natal 
clinics. 

HirtJi,  Control  Clinics. — Advice  was  given  at  21  centres. 

Nurseries. — Five  day  nurseries  are  in  use  but  these  are  not  used 
so  extensively  as  previously  owing  to  increased  charges. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics. — The  number  of  centres  using  ultra- 
violet ray  lam])s  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  32. 


NURSING  HOMES. 

During  the  year  no  applications  were  made  to  the  County  Council 
under  section  194  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  delegation 
of  their  powers  to  district  councils,  d’he  maternity  and  nursing  homes 
wore  ^periodically  iiispected. 


REGISTERED 


NURSING  HOMES. 


Name  and  address. 

Description. 

Barton  House,  Yarm  Road, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Maternity  and  general. 

Rosemount,  32,  Bede  Road, 

Barnard  Castle. 

Maternity  and  general. 

Perej’'  House,  Neville’s  Cross, 

Durham. 

xA.gcd,  infirm  and  border- 
j line  mental  cases. 

Broadmeadows  Manor,  nr.  Castleside 

1 General,  chronic,  aged  and 
infirm. 

Rockcliffe  Park,  Hurworth-on-Tees, 
(annexe  to  Hospital  of  St.  John 
of  God,  Scorton). 

Chronic  sick  (males). 

“ Ashbrooke,”  Newcastle  Road, 
Neville’s  Cross,  Durham. 

Aged  and  infirm. 

1 

1 

The  certificate  of  exemption  from  registration  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  “ Wayside,”  West  Boldon,  was  again 
renewed  for  one  year. 

HEALTH  CENTRES. 

The  County  Council  has  agreed  that  health  centres  should  be  provided 
at  Peterlee  and  Newton  Aycliffe  and  provision  for  these  two  has  already 
been  made  in  the  Council’s  building  programme  but  formal  approval 
to  proceed  with  the  buildings  has  not  yet  been  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  It  has  also  been  agreed  that  centres  should,  when 
circmnstances  permit,  be  built  at  Billingham,  Stockton,  Jarrow  and 
New  Seaham,  in  that  order  of  priority. 


Administkative  County  or  Durham,  1964. — Public  Health  Laboratory — Number  of  Specimens  Submitted 

for  Examination. 
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CAKE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND 
CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE. 


The  proposals  for  carrying  out  the  duties  undei*  Section  22  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  approved  originally  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  on  the  19th  May,  1948,  were  amended  (and  appi’ov>'ed)  on 
the  25th  June,  1954  in  Part  HI  (Development  Plan)  (i)  by  the  insertion 
immediately  before  the  paragraph  headed  “ Ntirseries  ” of  the  following 
paragraph  : 

“ Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods. — The  Council  propose,  as  |)ar1 
of  their  arrangements  under  Section  22,  to  distrilmte  welfare  foods 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  wliich  are  included  in  tlie 
National  Welfare  Foods  Scheme  ; and  to  purchase  and  distribute 
other  welfare  foods  where  the  welfare  of  ex])ectant  and  nursing 
mothers  or  young  children  so  requires  ” ; 

(ii)  by  the  insertion  immediately  following  the  ]:)aragraph  headed 
“ Nurseries  ” of  the  following  paragraph  : 

“ As  the  need  arises  the  local  health  authority  may  make  arrange- 
ments with  any  neighbouring  local  health  authority  for  the 
admission  in  appropriate  cases  of  children  resident  in  the  a(bnin- 
istrative  county  area  to  day  nuj'series  maintained  by  the  neighbour- 
ing local  health  authority  on  terms  to  be  arranged  ” ; and 

(iii)  by  the  insertion  of  the  following  paragraph  immediately  before 
the  paragraph  headed  “ General  ” : 

“ Care  of  un?narried  mothers  and  their  children. — If  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  Durham  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association, 
under  which  the  Association  provide  accommodation  in  their 
hostels  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children,  should  at  any 
time  be  terminated  the  Local  Health  Authority  may  itselF  provide 
directly  hostel  accommodation  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their 
children.” 

Centres. — Of  the  92  welfare  centres  in  the  administrative  county 
40  are  held  in  premises  owned  or  wholly  rented  by  the  County  Council, 
the  remaining  centres  being  held  in  premises,  such  as  church  halls,  on  a 
rental  basis. 

Table  3 shows  the  aggregate  attendances  at  the  welfare  centres 
during  the  year  and  Table  4 the  attendances  at  each  welfare  centre. 


Table  3. 


Babies  and  Children’s  Sessions. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under  2 
years. 

2 and 
under  5 
years. 

Ante- 

Natal 

Sessions. 

No.  on  books  ... 

13,841 

3,442 

5,974 

7,420 

Attendances  ... 

89,139 

11,104 

14,278 

34,147 

Average  attendances 
per  session  ... 

18 

2 

3 

8 

Consultations 

62,996 

8,049 

10,819 

33,743 

Average  consultations 
per  session  ... 

15 

2 

3 

8 

u 


During  the  yt'ar  23,257 
92  centres  com])nred  with 
in  1953. 


children  made  114,521 
24,326  children  and 


attendances  at  the 
120,340  attendances 


The  following  .statement  gives  the  attendances  of  mothers  from  the 
county  maternity  and  child  welfare  area  at  centres  outside  the  area. — 

Mothers.  Attemlances. 


Darlington 

100 

319 

Gateshead 

113 

399 

South  Shields 

7 

11 

Sunderland 

29 

133 

\V’'est  Hartlepool 

27 

109 

Yarm  and  Eaglescliffe  ... 

172 

575 

Totals  ... 

... 

448 

1,546 

Ante- Natal  Clinics. — During  the  ;\'ear  7,420  expectant  mothers 
made  34,147  attendances  at  87  centres  compared  with  8,892  mothers 
and  40,456  attendances  in  1953.  Expectant  mothers  are  attending 
hospital  and  general  practitioner  clinics  in  increasing  numbers. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  some  features  of  7,028  of  the  cases 
attending  the  ante-natal  clinics. 


Duration  of  Pregnancy  at  first  nttendance . 


Under  3 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,256 

3-6  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,840 

6-9  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,932 


Total 7,028 


Age  of  Patients. 

Under  20  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  492 

20-25  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,645 

26-30  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,120 

31-35  years  1,237 

36-40  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  424 

41-45  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

46-50  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 7,028 


Number  of  P regnancy . 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  15 

2,495  2,095  1,225  605  266  155  90  45  22  14  9 3 2 1 f 

Total. — 7,028 


Health  of  Mothers. 

Poor  Moderate  Good  Total. 

308  1,207  5,513  7,028 


TABI.K  Ol-  VTTKNOANCES  <>1  MCVI  HERS  AN1>  INl-  AN  IB  AT  CHLL»  WKLl-  AHI-:  .^F.N  I KES 
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Area  No.  /. 

Blaydon 

Chopwell 

Dunston 

Marley  Hill... 

Rowlands  Gill 

Kyion  

Whickhain  ... 

Winlaton  ... 

.4rec  No.  2. 

Felling  ' 

HebbuT’n  ...  ...  .-j 

Jarrow 

Gordon  House  ... 
Simonside 

Walter  Street 

Area  No.  3. 

Annfield  Plain 

Burnhope  ... 

Burnopfield 

Consett 

Craghead  ... 

Dipton 

Lanchester  ... 

Langley  Park 

Shotley  Bridge 

South  Moor 

Tanfield  Lea 

West  Stanley 

Area  No.  4. 

Birtley 

Chester-le-Street  ... 

Grange  Villa 

Sacriston 

Area  No.  -5. 

Boldon 

Castletown 

Hetton 

Houghton-Ie-Spring 

New  Herrington  ... 
Ryhope 

Silksworth 

South  Hylton 

Washington 

Whitburn  ... 

Area  No.  G. 

Crook 

Page  Bank 
•Stanhope  ... 

St.  John’s  Chapel  ... 

Tow  Law  ... 

WilUngton  ... 

Wolsingham 

Wooley  Terrace 

^rea  No.  7. 

Belmont 

Brandon 

Coxhoe 

Durham 

Esh  Winning 

Gilesgate 

Sherburn  Hill 

.4rea  No.  8. 

Blackball  ... 

Easington  ... 

Horden 

Murton 

Seaham  Harbour  ... 
Shotton 

South  Hetton 

Thomley 

Wheatley  Hill  

Wingate 

-4rca  No.  9. 

Barnard  Castle 
Butterknowle 

Cockfield 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 
Staindrop  ... 

Area  No.  10. 

Bishop  Auckland  ... 
Couiidon 

Eldon 

Shildon 

Spcimymoor 

West  Auckland 

Witton  Park 

Area  No.  11. 

Billingham 

Chilton 

Ferryhill 

Fishbum 

Hartlepool 

Frederick  Street 

West  View 

Haverton  Hill 

Middleton  St.  George 
Newton  Aycliff©  ... 
Sedgefield  ... 

Trimdon 

Area  No.  12. 

Stockton 

R.M.H.  Bowesfield  Lane 
Browns  Bridge  ... 
Eastbourne  Hall 

Norton  Green  ... 
Norton  Road 

St.  Annes  Terr.,  Portracli 
Woodlands,  Yarra  Lane 
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Nature  of  Confinement . 

(a)  Normal 

(h)  Abnormal 

Instrumental 
Induction 
Caesarian 
Malpresentation 
Other  abnormalities 
A.  P.  haemorrhage 
P.  P.  haemorrhage 
Prolonged  labour 
Disproportion. . . 
Inertia 

Died  undelivered 

Left  district 
Not  yet  delivered 


157 

50 

51 
74 
58 
30 
39 


4 


175 

1,950 


i Results. 


Full  time  live  births 

4,553 

Full  time  still  births 

62 

Premature  live  births 

229 

Premature  still  births 

58 

Abortions  ... 

58 

Died  undelivered  ... 

— • 

Left  district 

176 

Not  yet  delivered  ... 

1,950 

* includes  58  twins. 


\ Place  of  confinement. 

(а)  In  hospitals 

(б)  At  home 


Midwife  ... 

1,976 

Doctor  & Midwife 

392 

B.B.A. 

61 

Doctor 

24 

Born  in  ambulance 

1 

Left  district 

176 

Not  yet  delivered 

1,950 

4,407 


495 


2,125 


7,028 


4,970 


2,125 


*7,095 


2,448 


2,454 

2,126 


7,028 


Hi 


Abuoniial  conditions  i'ound  tit  tinto-natal  examinations. — 


Anaemia... 

091 

.Vlbuminuria  plus  raised 

Dyspe]:)sia 

108 

blood  ])ressure 

90 

Dental  caries 

1.491 

.Albuminuria 

172 

C'ardiac  {a)  l^kmctional 

232 

\'enereal  disease 

10 

[b]  Organic  ... 

8.“) 

Vai’icose  veins  ... 

1,203 

Placenta  praevia 

5 

Haemorrhoids  ... 

399 

Respiratory  tliseas*' 

97 

Consti})ation 

1,230 

'Ihiberculosis 

55 

'Poxic  ante-partum 

Raised  blood  ]n’essur<'  ... 

413 

haemorrhage  ... 

32 

Xe|)hritis. . . 

5 

Some  degree  of  ])elv'ic 

X ( )n  - vci lereal  d isc hai-ges 

88.5 

contraction  {a)  Minor 

97 

Persistent  vomiting 

304 

(6)  Alajor 

8 

Malpresentation 

Othei-  conditions 

714 

(a)  Rectified 

205 

[b]  Persistent 

03 

Po6i-Xatal  CHnica. — Table  5 shows  the  numbers  on  the  books  and 
(lie  attendances  made.  In  addition  to  SSI  motlrn-s  who  attended  the 
s])ecial  .sessions,  14S  were  examined  ])ost-natally  at  ante-natal  clinics. 


Birth.  Control  Clin'ic.s. — Advice  was  given  at  '2\  centres  and  liable  b 
shows  numbers  and  attendances  during  the  year.  The  numbers 
attending  decreased  l)v  155  to  1,:13I  and  the  attendarices  by  243  to 
2,427. 


Artificial  S'linlight  Clinics. — Treatment  was  a\milable  at  32  centres. 
Attendances  decreased  by  1,43()  to  5(),22t)  and  numbers  attending  by 
95  to  4,016.  Details  are  shown  in  Table  7. 


E.  F.  Feile  Honte,  Bhotley  Bridge. — This  convalescent  home  for 
mothers  and  babies  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  During 
the  year  98  mothers  and  babies  and  183  children  were  admitted. 
The  average  duration  of  staj^  of  these  cases  was  mothers  and  babies 
24  days  and  children  31  days. 


* Dental  treatment  was  provided  at  the  Home  as  follows. — 


No.  of  sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  t) 

Attendances  made  by  mothers  ...  ...  24 

Attendances  made  by  children  ...  ...  60 

Scalings  for  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Examinations  for  mothers  ...  ...  ...  24 

Examinations  for  children  ...  ...  ...  06 


* The  services  of  a dentist  were  available  only  until  31.5.54. 


Nurseries. — Table  8 shows  the  accommodation  available  in  each 
nursery  together  with  the  average  daily  attendances.  Increased  fees 
have  resulted  in  decreased  usage.  The  number  of  places  at  Haverton 
Hill  was  reduced  from  40  to  20  on  1.4.54. 
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Area  No.  1. 

Blaydon  & Winlaton 
Chopwell 
fDunston 

Ryton 

^4rea  No.  2. 

Felling 

Hebburn 

Jarrow — Walter  Street 

.4rea  No.  3. 

Consett 

West  Stanley  & South  Moor 

1 

1 

1 

Area  No.  4. 

Birtley 

Chester-le-Street 

Sacriston 

Area  No.  5. 

Hetton 

Houghton  - le  - Spring 
*Silksworth 

Washington 

Opened  November,  f Closed  January. 
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Artificial  Sittstlight  Clinics. — ^1954. 
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Table  8. 


Day  Nurseries. 


Nursery 

Number  of 
Places 

Average 

Attendances 

Haverton  Hill 

20 

10 

Hebburn  ... 

80 

42 

Stockton. — 

(a)  Durham  Road 

60 

31 

(6)  Lome  Terrace 

30 

20 

(c)  Norton  Road 

60 

33 

Cases  of  Squint. — Treatment  was  provided  for  1 55  cases  compared 
with  137  in  1953. 


County  Federation  of  Yohmtary  Workers. — Five  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year. 


Homes  or  Hostels  for  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Babies. — The 
Ho.stel  at  Ramside,  Belmont,  near  Durham,  for  unmarried  mothers  and 
their  babies,  administered  by  the  Durham  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare 
Association,  was  closed  on  the  13th  May.  Table  9 gives  certain  inform- 
ation in  connection  with  this  institution. 


Table  9. 


Name 

Admiss- 

ions 

Beds 

Matern- 

itv 

Beds 

Labour 

Beds 

Average  Length  of  Stay 

Cots 

Ante -Natal 

Po.st-Natal 

ie  Hostel 
urham 

5 

16 

— 

16 

3 months 

1 month 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young 
children  was  available  at  the  following  centres. — 

Hebburn^ — ^one  session  every  week. 

Bishop  Auckland — -one  session  every  fortnight. 

Durham— one  session  every  fortnight. 

Houghton-le-Spring — one  se.ssion  every  fortnight. 

Horden — ’One  session  every  month. 


By  the  appointment  of  an  additional  part-time  dental  officer  in  June 
it  became  possible  to  provide  dental  treatment  at  Birtley  and  Blaydon 
centres  (one  session  at  each  centre  every  fortnight).  Although  the 
first  officer  appointed  was  called  to  Her  Majesty’s  Forces  sooner  than 
anticipated  and  consequently  was  compelled  to  resign  after  a very 
short  term  the  vacancy  was  filled  without  any  prolonged  delay. 


20 


'I'he  s(‘rvioes  at  Hehburn,  wiiich  became  availat)le  at  the  beginning 
of  March,  1953,  but  suffered  a break  of  four  months  during  1953,  have 
b(!i(m  continuous  throughout  the  yea.r. 

All  tlu‘  scrx'ices  hax'C  been  undertaken  Ijy  priv'ate  practitioners  on 
a sessional  basis  and,  expressed  in  tt'rms  of  a full-time  dental  offic(M-, 
ar('  e((uivalent  to  one-third. 

As  in  prex  ious  years  ena'i-geney  treatment  for  x'oung  chikh'en  in  the 
('xcept(Ml  area  of  Stockton-on-Tees  has  })een  ])rovided  by  the  school 
dental  officers. 

'I’he  details  of  the  treatment  cari'ied  out  are  gix'cn  in  'fables  10  and  1 1 . 


WELFARE  FOODS. 


In  accordance  xxuth  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  10/54,  the  local 
distribution  of  xx't'lfare  foods  xx'as  undertaken  by  the  County  Council 
from  2Sth  June.  The  Ministrj^  of  Food  had  distributed  prexuously 
from  162  centres  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  xvith  some  replanning, 
this  number  xvas  rc'duced  to  127.  Members  of  the  voluntary  committees 
at  many  child  xvelfare  centres  x'ohmteered  to  be  responsible  for  this 
xx'ork  and  on  31st  December  there  xxei'e  40  centres  xvhere  both  distribu- 
tion and  clerical  xx'ork  xx'ere  being  done  on  a xmluntary  basis.  At  other 
centres  (40)  xvhere  such  an  arrangement  xvas  not  ])OSsible  the  xxmrk  xx^as 
undertaken  by  the  travelling  girl  clerks  already  employed.  Voluntary 
xvorkers,  not  attached  to  child  xx'elfare  centres,  accepted  responsibility 
at  33  centres.  Subsexpiently  it  xvas  found  necessary  to  appoint  six  female 
clerks  (General  Division)  for  the  maintenance  of  14  centres.  These 
clerks  also  do  relief  xvork  to  cover  holidays  and  sick  leave  and  are 
• mployed  in  the  central  office  xvhen  ax'ailable. 

Arrangements  xx'ero  made  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  37  distribu- 
tion centres  to  be  supplied  direct  xxhile  a central  store  xx'as  established 
in  Durham  to  suj^ply  the  remaining  centres,  two  ambulances  converted 
into  x’ans,  being  used  for  the  purpose. 


Where  necessary  extra  sessions  were  arranged  at  child  xvelfare  centres 
and  premises  rented  by  the  Mini.stry  of  Food  were  retained. 


During  the  six  months  the  scheme  xx'^as  in  operation  the  ax^erage 
<juantity  distributed  monthly  was. — 


National  dried  milk 
Orange  juice 
Cod  liver  oil 
^^itamin  tablets 


12,410  tins 
7,967  bottles 
1,925  bottles 
457  packets 


The  establishment  of  the  Department  was  amended  to  include. — 

1 A.P.T.  Grade  IV — officer  in  charge. 

1 male  clerk  (Clerical  Division)  as  deputy. 

6 female  clerks  (General  Dixdsion)  fixm  to  be  designated 
“ outside  officers.” 

1 part-time  clerk  (General  Division). 

1 storekeeper  (Miscellaneous  Grade  II). 

2 di’iver-handymen. 


Table  10. 


Administrative  County  op  Durham,  1964. — Dental  Clinics. 
Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 


Clinic 

Expectant  and  Nuising  Mothers 

Children  imder  Five 

Examined 

Needing  I 

treatment  j Treated 

Made 

dentally  tit 

Examined 

Needing 

treatment 

Treated 

Made 

dentally  fit 

Birtley 

20 

20  1 16 

5 

3 

3 

2 

- 

Bishop  Auckland  ... 

17  , 16  9 

4 

24 

22 

17 

13 

Blaydon 

20  1 20 

14 

7 

6 

6 

6 

1 

Durham 

18 

17 

16  14 

62 

48 

48 

48 

Hebburn 

86 

85 

82 

38 

24 

24 

19 

9 

Horden 

3 

2 

2 

1 

6 

5 

S 

5 

Houghton-le-Spring 

7 

5 

4 

3 

18 

16 

15 

8 

Stockton 

- 

- 

— 

- 

6 

8 

6 

6 

Totals  

171 

165 

143 

72 

139 

130  118  i 90 

i 1 

Table  1 1 . 

Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1964 — Dbntad  Clinics. 
Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided. 


Clinic 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Children  under  Five 

Scalings 

and 

Gum 

Treat- 

ment 

Fillings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

Extrac- 

tions 

General 

Anaes- 

thetics 

Dentures 

Provided 

Kadio- 

graphs 

Sealings 

and 

Gum 

Treat- 

ment 

Fillings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

Extrac- 

tions 

General 

Anaes- 

thetics 

Dentures 

Provided 

Radio- 

graphs 

Full 

Upper 

or 

Lower 

Partial 

Upper 

or 

Lower 

Full 

Upper 

or 

Lower 

Partial 

Upper 

or 

Lower 

Birtley 

4 

24 

— 

— 

13 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

__ 

— 

— 

Bishop  Auckland 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

44 

15 

- 

— 

— 

Blaydon 

8 

17 

— 

— 

13 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Durham 

2 

— 

1 

— 

22 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

54 

— 

34 

I 

- 

- 

— 

Hebburn 

25 

113 

1 

— 

203 

— 

9 

3 

- 

— 

14 

10 

- 

6 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Horden 

2 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

8 

20 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Houghton-le-Spring  .. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

29 

- 

3 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Stockton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

43 

154 

2 

— 

273 

— 

15 

6 

— 

1 

32 

113 

— 

106 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Note  : Facilities  for  X-ray  examinations  are  available  at  certain  of  the  hospitals  in  the  County  and  at  the  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  Dental  Hospital. 
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DOxMlClLlAKY  MIDWIFERY  AND  H(JME  NURSING. 

Early  in  the  ;^"ear  arrangements  were  completed  for  the  servdces, 
hitherto  provided  by  the  Durham  County  Nursing  Association  as  agents, 
to  become  a directh'  provided  service.  The  transfer  took  place  on  the 
1st  April,  and  from  that  date  most  of  the  staff  of  the  Association, 
nursing  and  clerical,  became  direct  employees  of  the  County  Council. 
The  supervisory  staff'  of  the  Nursing  Association,  a superintendent, 
her  deputy  and  an  assistant  were  also  transferred  and  became  Deputy 
Superintendent  and  Assistant  Superintendents  respectively,  of  the 
combined  Midwifery  and  Nursing  Services  of  the  County  Council. 

The  transfer  was  accomplished  with  little  difficulty  and  there  was  no 
interruption  in  the  services  provided. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

The  total  nmnber  of  midwives  who  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practise 
in  the  administrative  county  during  the  year  was  .311  which  included 
whole-time  midwives  (145),  district  nurse-midwives  (47),  midwives 
employed  in  hospitals  (111)  and  those  engaged  in  private  pj-actice  (8). 
At  the  end  of  the  year  129  whole-time  domiciliary  midwives  and  42 
district  nurse -midwives  were  employed.  Although  it  is  not  intended 
to  make  new  appointments  to  reach  the  original  establishment  of  171 
whole-time  domiciliary  midwives,  considerable  difficulty  is  being  exper- 
ienced in  appointing  essential  staff  in  several  parts  of  the  county  due 
in  some  degree  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  housing  accommodation  in 
those  areas.  Where  houses  are  provided  by  the  local  housing  authority 
the  necessary  staff  can  be  obtained  more  readily. 

The  Health  Committee  has  agreed  that  the  establishment  for  the 
midwifery  staff  should  be  144  district  mid  wives  and  43  district  nurse - 
midwives. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  domiciliary  cases  attended 
by  district  midwives  and  nurse -midwives  and  midwives  in  private 
practice  during  1954. 

Table  12. 


Doctor  not  booked 

Doctor 

booked 

Dis- 

charges 

from 

hospital 

before 

14th 

day 

Doctor 

present 

at 

delivery 

Doctor 

not 

present 

at 

delivery 

Doctor 

present 

at 

delivery 

Doctor 

not 

present 

at 

delivery 

Totals 

District 

Midwives 

101 

2,453 

1 ,.506 

2,945 

7,00.5 

2,336 

District 

Nurse - 
Midwives 

23 

482 

298 

.597 

1,400 

212 

Midwives  in 
Private 
Practice 

1 

20 

13 

35 

09 

1 

Total 

125 

2,955 

1,817 

3,577 

8,474 

2,549 

The  midwives  requisitioned  medical  lielj)  on  occasions,  and 

the  following  statement  gives  ])articulars  as  to  the  reasons  for  so 
doing. — 


1.  Ante-natal  examination — general... 

2.  Ante-natal  examination — albuminuria 

8.  Mivsearriago  ... 

4.  Threatened  miscarriage 

5.  Ante-partum  haemorrhage 

6.  Post-partum  haf'inorrhage  . . . .... 

7.  Placenta  praevia 

8.  Retained  or  adherent  placenta  or  membranes 

9.  Contracted  jjelvis,  disi)roportion  l)etween  child 

and  pelvic  outlet 

10.  Malpresentation 

11.  Prolonged  or  delayed  labour,  uterine  inertia 

12.  Mammary  inflammation,  varicose  veins,  cardiac 

weakness,  weakness  during  puer2:>erium,  etc. 

13.  Stillbirth  

14.  Ruptured  perineum 

15.  Premature  birth 

16.  Rise  in  temperature 

17.  Feebleness  of  child.  Illness  of  child 

18.  Phimosis,  tongue  tie,  suspicious  eruptions  on  skin 

of  baby,  and  umbilical  conditions 

19.  Marked  congenital  malformation  ... 

20.  Inflammation  of  child’s  eyes 

21 . Condition  of  mother  ill-defined 

22.  Condition  of  baby  ill-defined 

23.  Midwife  in  attendance  at  another  case 

24.  Death  of  baby 

25.  Other  conditions 


3 

46 

52 

33 

41 
38 

3 
29 

4 

42 
155 

31 

8 

317 

34 
62 
64 

14 

15 
41 

5 
4 

9 

3 

49 


In  addition  to  the  notifications  of  sending  for  medical  help,  the 


following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives. — 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Death  of  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Death  of  child  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  440 

Lajdng  out  the  dead  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ...  ...  79 


With  regard  to  the  62  cases  in  which  medical  help  was  requisitioned 
on  account  of  rise  of  temperature,  14  were  subsequently  notified  as 
puerperal  pyrexia,  and  4 of  these  received  in-patient  hospital  treatment. 


Table  13. 


Prematubb  Births — 1954. 

(This  table  includes  live  births  and  still-births  of  541bs.  or  less  at  birth.  Births  in  an  ambulance  or  in  the  street  are  listod  under  the  place  to  which  the  case  was  immediately  trans- 
ited.) 

1.  Number  of  Premature  Live  Births  Notified  (as  adjusted  by  transferred  notifications). 


(а)  In  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  sOO 

(б)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  433 

*(c)  In  private  nui'sing  home.s  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  1237 


•2.  Number  of  Premature  Still-Births  Notified  (as  adjusted  by  transferred  notifications). 

(а)  In  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  iTfi 

(б)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

*(c)  In  private  nursing  homes  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  217 


Private  Nursing  Homes  ” includes  nursing  homes  and  maternity  hospitals  and  homes  not  in  the  National  Health  Service  and  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  where  women  are  confined 
in  the  Home. 


Premature  Live  Births 


Premature  Still-Births 


Weight  at  Birth 

fBorn  in  Hospital 

Born  at  Home  and 
nursed  entirely  at  home 

, 

Born  at  Home  and 
transferred  to  Hospital 
on  or  before  28th  day 

Born  in  Nursing  Home 
and  nursed  entirely  there 

Born  in  Nursing  Home 
and  ti’ansferred  to  Hospi- 
tal on  or  before  28th  day 

Born 

in 

Hospita 

Born 

at 

Home 

Born 

in 

Nursing 

Home 

Total 

Died 
within 
24  hrs. 
of  birth 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Died 
within 
24  hrs. 
of  birth 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Died 
within 
24  hrs. 
of  birth 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Died 
within 
24  hrs. 
of  birth 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Died 
within 
24  hrs. 
of  birth 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

libs.  4 ozs.  or  less 

ISOO gms.  or  less)  ... 

127 

61 

42 

20 

10 

9 

u 

7 

4 











78 

11 

1 

lier  3 lbs.  4 o^s.  up 
oand  including  4 lbs. 
Iczs. 

ii500-2,00u  gms.) 

153 

7 

135 

49 

5 

42 

17 

7 

8 

2 

53 

U 

I 

4 lbs.  ()  ozs.  up 
jo&nd  including  4 lbs. 

IJ  oze, 

?i000-2,250  gms.) 

163 

3 

166 

57 

4 

49 

12 

2 

5 

1 

1 

- 

17 

6 

4 lbs.  15  ozs.  up 
«wid  including  5 lbs. 
*018. 

1.250-2,500  gms.)  .. 

357 

7 

339 

250 

5 

237 

14 

2 

5 

1 

1 

- 

28 

Totals 

800 

78 

672 

376 

24 

337 

57 

18 

22 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 1 17ii 

1 

39  j 2 

group  under  this  heading  includes  cases  born  in  one  hospital  and  transferred  to  another. 
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Of  the  41  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  5 were  notitied  as 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  but  no  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  for 
treatment. 

Maternity  outfits  are  available  free  of  charge  for  all  domiciliary 
confinements  and  the  number  issued  during  the  year  was  9,312, 

At  the  end  of  the  year  129  wholetime  midwives  and  40  nurse- 
midwives  had  received  the  necessary  training  in  gas  and  air  analgesia 
and  169  had  been  supplied  with  the  necessary  apparatus.  The  number 
of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  was  3,902. 

Integration  of  services. — The  co-operation  between  the  midwives 
general  practitioners  and  hospitals  is  good. 


PREMATURITY. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. — Equipment  for  the  home  nursing  of 
premature  infants,  including  lined  “ Sorrento  ” cots,  with  mattress, 
blankets,  sheets,  hot  water  bottles,  etc.,  gamgee  outfits,  “ Belcroy  ” 
feeders  is  kept  centrally  and  is  available  at  short  notice  to  any  midwife 
who  requires  it.  The  midwife  attends  the  premature  baby  ver>’ 
frequently  for  as  long  as  is  necessary. 

There  are  no  special  hospital  units  for  premature  infants  but  if 
institutional  treatment  is  considered  desirable  the  general  practitioner 
arranges  admission  to  a paediatric  unit.  A “ moses  ” basket  is  provided 
for  transit.  Table  13  gives  details  of  premature  births  during  1954. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Table  14  gives  the  maternal  mortality  rate  in  the  administrative 
county  during  the  past  ten  years. — 

Table  14. 

Administrative  County  op  Durham. — Maternal  Mortality — 

1945-1954. 


Year 

Births 

Regis- 

tered 

(Live 

and 

Still) 

Deaths 

from 

Puer- 

peral 

Sepsis 

Rate 

Per 

1,000 

births 

Regis- 

tered 

Deaths 
from  other 
accidents  and 
diseases  of 
pregnancy 
and 

parturition. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

births 

Regis- 

tered 

Total 
Maternal 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  births 
registered 

1945 

16,202 

8 

0.49 

37 

2.28 

2.78 

1946 

19,047 

9 

0.47 

41 

2.15 

2.62 

1947 

19,864 

3 

0.16 

40 

2.01 

2.16 

1948 

18,254 

3 

0.16 

21 

1.15 

1.31 

1949 

17,307 

4 

0.23 

17 

0.98 

1.21 

1950 

16,565 

4 

0.24 

15 

0.91 

1.15 

1951 

16,216 

4 

0.25 

18 

1.11 

1.36 

1952 

15,984 

3 

0.19 

14 

0.88 

1.06 

1953 

16,457 

— 

15 

0.91 

0.91 

1954 

16,138 

1 

0.06 

14 

0.81 

0.87 
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For  the  purpose  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  inquiry  14  maternal 
deaths  were  investigated  during  the  year. 


The  following  is  an  analj^sis  of  some  features  of  these. — 


Ages — 


20-29 

30-39 


10 

4 


Parity^ — 

1 2 3 4 5 

7 2 3 1 1 


Ante-Natal  Care. 

None  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

General  Practitioner  and  Midwife  ...  ...  0 

Hospital  and  General  Practitioner  ...  ...  5 

Attended  L.H. A.  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  3 


Health  during  ante-natal  period. 

Good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Moderate...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pre-existing  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Causes  of  Death. 

Cardiac  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nephritis...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Haemorrhage  and  Shock  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cerebral  Aneurism  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  inversion  of  uterus  ...  ...  ...  1 


Results. 

Full-time  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Premature  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Full  time  still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Undelivered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


HOME  NURSING. 

From  the  1st  April  the  provision  of  the  home  nursing  service  became 
the  direct  responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
104  district  nurses  and  43  district  nurse -midwives  were  employed,  the 
establishment,  as  fixed  by  the  Health  Committee,  being  111  and  43 
respectively.  Similar  difficulties  are  experienced  in  the  appointment  of 
new  staff  as  in  the  case  of  midwives  and  the  provision  of  relief  staff 
to  cover  holidays  and  sickness  presents  considerable  difficulty. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  staff  and  work  done  during 
1953  and  1954. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham--Home  JNursing — 1953-1954. 
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PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 


During  the  year  there  were  136  confirmed  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 
compared  with  112  cases  in  1963.  One  death  was  registered  from  puei  - 
peral  sepsis  which  is  one  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 


According  to  information  supplied  by  district  medical  officers  of 
health  42  cases  received  in-patient  treatment. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
Tablpj  16. 


Cases. 

Vision 

un- 

im- 

paired 

Vision 

im- 

paired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Re- 

moved 

No 

Report 

Ibider 
treat- 
ment 
at  end 
of  year 

Noti- 

fied 

Treated 

Deaths 

At 

Home 

Hospital 

13 

9 

In- 

p ’tient 

w 

Out- 
p’ tient 

2 

13 

— 

— • 

The  health  visitors  make  careful  enquiries  into  all  cases  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  eyes  of  newly-born  children,  and  during  the  year,  in 
addition  to  the  13  cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  they 
reported  330  such  cases  to  which  they  paid  861  home  x'isits. 

The  following  details  have  been  abstracted  regarding  these  cases. — 


Treatment. 

No.  of  cases  treated  by  own  doctor  ...  ...  218 

No.  of  cases  treated  by  own  doctor  and 

district  nurse  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No  special  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Hospital  Treatment. 

In-patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Out-patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Results. 

Vision  unimpaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  1 

The  cases  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  1953  cleared  up 
satisfactorily. 


2(] 

HEAI/ril  VISITING. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  young  children,  the  liealth  visitor  s})onds  a good  deal  of  time  dealing 
with  ])roblem  families — trying  to  educate  the  mother  and  encouraging 
cooperation  between  ]iarents  so  that  families  are  kept  together.  The 
work  in  connection  with  the  care  of  the  aged  continues  to  increase 
a7id  much  time  is  s])ent  trying  to  help  old  ]>eo])le. 


X otijicat ion  of  births. — Duriiig  the  year  l(),l7o  live  births  and  871 
stillbirths  were  notified  the  number  registei'cd  being  15,782  and  405 
res]7ectively.  Of  the  notified  l)irths,  (S,0S0  were  reported  by  doctors 
and  Jiiid wives  and  S,4()()  b_\’  maternity  homes  and  hosj)itals.  The 
lu'alth  \'isit()rs  paid  first  x'isits  to  15,703  infants  at  home. 

Health  Visitors'  Training  School. — Eleven  students  in  training  were 
successful  in  gaining  tlie  health  \'isitor's  certificate.  The  student  who 
failed  at  the  ]7i‘('\’ious  examination  also  succeeded  in  passing. 

Sn.nunor//  of  Work  done  bg  Health  S’isitors. — 'Ihe  work  of  the  health 
visitors  during  the  year  is  sunnnai-ised  in  Table  17, 


AHLK 


DO.MICTLIAKY  \T8ITS. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — 

Ante-Natal  First  visits 
Kevisits 

Births  First  visits 

Kevisits  to  children  under  1 year. . . 
. , , . , . 1 — 2 years 

2—3  „ 

3—4  „ 

4 — 5 ,, 

0 „ 

(.)ther  visits 

Total  ... 

Tuberculosis. — 

First  visits  ... 

Kevisits 
Other  vi.sits 

Total  ... 

School  Work. — - 

School  Children  (Home  visits) 
do.  (School  visits) 


4,096 

1,807 

15,703 

39,413 

34,044 

32,275 

30,979 

36,607 

2Q4 

2,211 


197,399 


1,252 

17,916 

1,189 


20,357 


19,577 

1,687 


21,264 


Total 


ADMiinsTRATiVE  CotTNTY  OF  DuBHAM. — Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  or  Re-vaccinated  for  which  records  were  received  during  the 
year  1954. 
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District. 

Area  No.  1. 

Blaydon  U.D. 

Ryton  U.D. 

Wliickham  U.D . ... 

Area  No.  2. 

Jarrow  M.B. 

Felling  U.D 

Hebburn  U.D . 

-4rca  No.  3. 

Consett  U.D. 

Stanley  U.D. 

Lanchester  R.D.  ... 

Area  No.  4. 

Chester-Ie-Street  U.D. 
Chester-le-Street  R.D. 

-Ireo  No.  5. 

Boldon  U.D. 

Hetton  U.D. 
Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 
WasMngton  U.D.  ... 
Sxmderland  R.D.  ... 

Area  No.  6. 

Crook  & Willington  U.D.... 
Tow  Law  U.D. 

Weardale  R.D. 
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Barnard  Castle  R.D. 
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Table  19. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. — Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1954. 
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during  the  year  of 
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District. 

Area  No.  1. 

Blaydon  U.D. 

Ryton  U.D. 

Whickham  U.D.  ... 

.4reo  No.  2. 

Jarrow  M.B. 

Felling  U.D ' 

Hebburn  U.D.  ...  ...j 

Area  No.  3. 

Consott  U.D. 

Stanley  U.D. 

Lanchester  R.D.  ... 

.4rca  No.  4. 

Chester-le-Street  U.D. 
Chester-Ie-Street  R.D. 

Area  No.  5. 

Boldon  U.D. 

Hetton  U.D. 
Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 
Washington  U.D.  ... 
Sundei’land  R.D.  ... 

.4reo  No.  6. 

Crook  & Willington  U.D.... 
Tow  Law  U.D. 

Weardale  R.D. 

-4reo  No.  7. 

Durham  M.B. 

Brandon  & Byshottles  U.D. 
Durham  R.D. 

Area  No.  8. 

Seaham  U.D. 

Easington  R.D. 

.4reo  No.  9. 

Barnard  Castle  U.D. 
Barnard  Castle  R.D. 
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General  Health. — 

Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7;53 

Mental  Deficiency . — 

Visits  paid  to  mentally  defective  persons  ...  ...  7,00() 

Aged  People. — 

Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Ineffective  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28,906 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  275,826 

Number  of  effective  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  246,860 

Time  (as  da3^s)  spent  on  visits  (routine,  other  and 

ineffective)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,284 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  ])ei‘  lu'alth 

vdsitor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


Clinic,  etc.,  I Tor  A'. — 

Time  (as  days)  spent.— 

{a)  at  M.  & C.W.  centres  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,326 

(6)  at  chest  clinics  and  contact  sessions  ...  ...  1,441 

(c)  at  school  head  to  head  inspections  ...  ...  436 

{d)  at  school  clinics  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

(e)  conducting  childi’cn  to  special  schools  ...  179 

if)  assisting  with  school  medical  inspections  ...  567 

{g)  at  Nur.sery  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Cases  reported  to  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health. — 

(Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Sanitary  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

The  general  arrangements  to  secure  that  as  many  children  as  possible 
are  immunised  and  vaccinated  were  continued  during  the  year. 

A pamphlet  regarding  vaccination  is  sent  to  parents  when  their 
children  attain  the  age  of  three  months.  To  draw  attention  to  the 
need  for  immunisation,  leaflets  are  distributed  by  post  at  8 months  and 
12  months,  and  to  encourage  re-inforcing  doses  at  the  age  of  4 years 
9 months.  The  health  visitors  are  provided  with  details  of  children 
immunised  and  vaccinated  in  order  that  they  can  visit  children  who 
have  not  been  so  protected. 

During  the  year  special  immunisation  campaigns  were  organised  in 
Seaham  Urban,  Spennymoor  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  districts 
as  a result  of  which  large  numbers  of  school  children  received  protection. 

The  total  number  of  cases  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  was  4,565 
which  is  a decrease  of  670  compared  with  1953.  The  number  of  cases 
who  received  primary  immunisation  was  11,231  which  is  a decrease 
of  52  compared  with  the  previous  year,  while  the  number  of  cases  who 
received  re-inforcing  injections  decreased  from  9,785  in  1953  to  8,360 
in  1954. 

Tables  18  and  19  giv^e  details  of  the  numbers  vaccinated  and  immun- 
ised in  the  countv. 

*/ 
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AMBUl.AXCE  SERVICE. 


'J’he  review  of  the  organisation  of  the  ambulance  service  which  had 
been  in  progress  for  some  time  was  completed,  and  proposed  modifica- 
tions  in  the  organisation  were  ap})roved  by  the  County  Council  in  May. 
'riiese  are  briefly  descriljcd  in  the  following  paragraphs. 


1.  Control  Sn.'iteni. — -Under  existing  arrangements  there  are 
sev'en  controls  situated  at  Bisho]^  Auckland,  Consett,  Durham,  Hebburn, 
Now  Herrington,  Stockton  and  Wheatley  Hill  (in  addition  to  two  agency 
controls  at  Darlington  and  West  Hartlepool  which  are  not  affected  by 
the  reorganisation).  Each  control  is  res])onsible  for  receiving  ambulance 
calls  from  its  prescribed  area  and  for  the  control  of  the  depots  within 
that  area.  'J’hese  controls  are  continuously  manned. 


it  is  proposed  that  a central  control  be  established  at  the  County 
Headquarters  in  Durham.  This  central  control  will  have  sujjervisory 
staff  working  in  shifts  to  cover  the  24  hours.  The  existing  controls  will 
he  re])laced  by  the  central  control  and  “ message  receiving  centres  ” 
viz.,  the  Bishop  Auckland,  Hobl)urn,  Stanley,  Stockton  and  Wheatley 
Hill  depots  which  will  cover  the  areas  at  present  served  by  the  corres- 
ponding controls.  At  the  message  receiving  centres  telephone  operators 
will  handle  calls  on  a day  shift  during  the  week  : at  night  and  on 
Sundays  calls  will  be  accepted  by  the  cMving  staff.  Each  message 
receiving  centre  will  be  connected  to  the  central  control  by  a direct 
telephone  line. 

2.  Depotfi. — The  three  outstations,  the  New  Herrington  and  Hartle- 
pool depots,  the  Durham  depot  and  the  other  dejoots  classed  as  message 
receiving  centres  will  ])rovide  a 24  hours  service.  The  remaining 
de})ots  (seven  in  number)  will  work  on  day  shift  only,  the  shifts  being 
spread  over  a period  of  12  hours  to  suit  local  conditions.  Calls  which 
these  depots  cannot  meet  during  the  day  and  calls  occurring  when 
they  are  closed  will  be  dealt  with  by  the  message  receiving  centres. 


The  Lanchester  depot,  at  present  used  for  long  distance  journeys, 
will  be  closed  and  the  vehicles  will  be  transferred  to  the  Durham  depot, 
being  there  used  to  supplement  the  emergency  fleet  and  for  specialist 
work. 


3.  Maintenance. — The  demand  on  the  service  under  the  present 
ai'rangements  has  precluded  the  establishment  of  a reserve  of  vehicles 
without  which  a satisfactory  system  of  routine  maintenance  and  repair 
cannot  be  maintained.  An  increase  of  five  vehicles  in  the  establishment 
has  been  approved  and,  with  the  economies  anticipated  from  reorganisa- 
tion, it  is  hoped  that  maintenance  may  be  put  on  a more  effective  basis. 

4.  Agencies. — Two  local  authorities  and  one  agency  at  present 
supplement  the  direct  services  provided  by  the  County  Council,  Darling- 
ton County  Borough  ambulance  service  serving  a part  of  the  Darlington 
Rural  District  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Borough,  West  Hartlepool 
ambulance  service  reinforcing  the  single  county  ambulance  stationed 
in  Hartlepool  and  the  Wheatley  Hill  Hospital  Fmid,  whose  ambulance 
supplements  the  fleet  at  the  Wheatley  Hill  depot  as  required. 
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Message  Receiving  Centres.  I Calls  for  ambulance  transport  taken  by  West  Hartlepool  Ambulance  Service. 
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V.  riopof.  tJsQ  -ci'.j*. 


The  work  done  by  the  Darlington  County  Borough  lias  increased 
considerably  since  its  inception  and  it  is  considered  that  the  provision 
by  the  County  Council  of  an  out-station  in  the  Darlington  Rural 
District  would  be  an  economical  arrangement  although  it  might  still 
t be  necessary  for  occasional  emergencies  to  be  handled  by  the  Darlington 
f ser\bce. 


'rhe  use  of  the  West  Hartlepool  County  Borough  sji'vice  is  considered 
j an  economical  method  of  meeting  our  commitments  in  the  Hartlepool 
i area  and  no  change  is  contemplated. 


The  closer  control  to  be  achieved  liy  reorganisation  will  eliminate 
[ the  need  for  the  further  use  of  the  Wheatley  Hill  Hospital  Fund 
ambulance. 


o.  Petrol  Supplies.— VoW owing  a review  of  the  coordinated  arrange- 
S ments  for  the  supply  of  petrol  to  all  County  ( huncil  services  the  installa- 
t tion  of  pumps  at  five  additional  depots  has  been  approved  and  the 
p work  put  in  hand.  This  will  result  in  the  following  depots  having  their 
own  supplies. — 

Consett,  Crook,  Durham,  Fishburn,  Lanchester,  Stockton, 
Washington,  Winlaton  and  \\dieatley  Hill. 


[ Depots  without  pumps  chaw  supplies  from  lire  stations  or  depots  of 
( the  Highways  and  Bridges  Department,  except  in  the  case  of  Hartlepool 
iJ  depot  where  supplies  fi'om  a private  garage  havm  proved  the  only 
> economical  arrangement. 


().  Radio. — -The  County  Council  has  approved  a limited  radio  tele- 
[(  jDhone  installation  with  which  will  be  linked  a service  for  the  Highways 
I and  Bridges  Committee.  Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  the  installation 
f of  34  mobile  sets.  Static  stations  will  be  set  up  at  Tow  Law  and  Warden 
i*  Law  with  a reserve  station  sited  at  the  new  ambulance  headquartei's 
I at  Durham. 


7.  Training .- — -Following  a revision  of  the  National  Joint  Council 
t Scheme  of  Working  Conditions,  relating  to  first  aid  qualifications, 
d the  County  Council  resolved  that  in  place  of  the  three-yearly  refresher 
} course,  drivers  should  be  required  to  pass  an  examination  in  first  aid 
1 every  three  years. 

Further  consideration  is  to  be  given  to  the  question  of  drivers  under- 
i taking  a limited  amount  of  specialist  training  associated  with  their 
r duties. 


Table  20  shows  the  allocation  of  vehicles  and  personnel  proposed 
I under  reorganisation. 


J3iinng  tl\o  year  .sustained  ot’forts  \\'('r('  made  to  si'cure  ])etter  liaison 
l)etween  the  County  Council  and  the  Newcastle  upon  Tyiie  Coi’poration 
with  regard  to  the  romox'al  of  di.scharge  cas(is  fi'oin  tlio  Royal  Victoi-ia 
Infirmary  and  othei-  hos])itals  in  Newcastle.  Meetings  with  the  Newcasth^ 
u])on  Tyne  Regional  Ho.sihtal  Boai’d,  the  Covernors  of  the  Royal 
V'ictoria  Infirmary,  Xewcastlt'  upon  Tyne,  the  Durham  flospital 
Management  ('ommittec'  and  i(‘))ri‘sentati\'es  of  tlui  genera!  medical 
practitioners  gave*  promise  of  cio.s(*r  (‘oordination  in  flu*  use  of  the 
ambulance  ser\dee  iji  the  futui’e*. 


During  the  year  the  .Ministei*  of  Health  issued  Cireidar  18  o4  dealing 
with  major  accide'iits,  and  ])lans  ar(^  being  di'awn  up  in  collaboration 
with  the  police,  fire*  anel  hospitals  services  to  cover  these  anei  other 
majoi*  emergencies. 


Arising  from  discussions  e)n  i-e*organisation  the*  (.’ommitteH*  gave 
consideration  to  the  e{uestion  of  the  general  maintenance  and  repair 
of  ambulances,  and  towards  the  enel  of  the  year  it  was  agreed  that 
major  repairs  shoidel  bo  unelertakcn  l)y  the  Central  Repair  Depot  of 
the  Highways  and  Jb'idges  Committe(*  which  had  been  expanded  to 
make  this  possible. 


New  depots  came  into  u.se  at  Washington  and  Stockton  on  3rd 
February  and  2Gth  .Aiu'il  respectively,  while  good  ])rogress  was  being 
made  at  Winlaton  and  on  the  new  headcpiarters  building  and  de})ot 
at  Durham.  New  depots  are  scheduled  for  Haidlepool.  Seaham  and 
Hebburn  but  work  has  not  yet  started  on  th('se. 


'I'he  service  has  carried  2h8,()12  ca.ses  and  co\  ered  2,2.)8,t)87  miles 
during  the  year,  an  increase  of  8,822  cases  and  a decrease  of  88,7()()  miles 
compai'ed  with  lhn8. 


'Paele  21. 


\Tar 

No.  of  Journeys 
made 

No.  of 

Patients 

carried 

Total 

Mileage 

covered 

Stretcher 

cases 

Sitting 

cases 

Total 

1953 

92,829 

46,696 

248,094 

294,790 

2,286,856 

1954 

98,185 

49,578 

249,034 

298,612 

2,253,087 

Increase 

or 

Decrease 

4-  80() 

+ 2,882 

+ 940 

+ 8,822 

—33,769 

Long  distance  journeys  still  continue  to  be  made  by  the  personnel 
and  vehicles  at  the  Lanchester  Depot  but  arrangements  are  made  for 
patients  to  travel  by  rail  whenever  practicable.  The  following  is  a 
statement  of  the  long  distance  journeys  undertaken. — 


< 


:u 


Lontj  Di.stiuice  Journeys — I!f64. 


Bedfordshire 

3 

N orthumberla  IK  1 

76 

Buckinghamshire 

1 

Nott  ingh  amsh  ire 

3 

Ciunbridgeshire  ... 

7 

Oxfordshire 

o 

Cheshire 

3 

Scotland 

...  14 

Cumberland 

...  117 

Shropshire 

2 

Derbyshire 

3 

Staffordshire 

1 

Glamorganshire  . . . 

1 

Sussex 

1 

Hertfordshire 

1 

Warwickshire 

2 

Lancashire 

...  21 

Westmorland 

6 

London  ... 

S 

Worcestershire  . 

1 

Middlesex 

N orthamptonsh  ire 

•> 

.3 

Yorkshire 

...  81 

Totals  : 

Journeys  — 359 

Mileage  78,761 

Of  269  drivers  entered 

for  the  National  Safe  Dri\'ing 

Competition 

for  1954  organised  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention 
221  qualified  to  receive  an  award. 

of  Accidents 

Organisatiojst. — At  the  (uid  of  the 

year  there  were.  - 

Ambulance  controls  . 

9 

Headquarters  staff 

...  15 

Ambulance  depots 

. 19 

Liaison  Officers  ... 

•) 

Ambulances  ... 

. KM) 

C lerk  - 1 ele])honi  sts 

...  39 

Light  sitting  case 

Driver-attendants 

...  281 

v^ehicles 

3 

Mechanics 

6 

Breakdown  vehicle  ...  1 

(а)  Controls. — For  op(;rational  jjiirposes  the  drivers  and  vehicles 
! are  grouped  in  17  unit  areas,  and  these  areas  ai  e in  turn  further  grouped 

into  9 control  areas  (for  details  of  groupings  see  Table  22).  Seven  of 
: the  controls  are  under  the  direct  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council, 
i while  two — 'Darlington  and  West  Hartlepool — act  as  agent-controls 
in  the  scheme.  Each  conti-ol  is  manned  continuously.  Each  unit 
I area  has  an  emergency-duty  ambulance  available  day  and  night 
while  the  remainder  of  the  vehicles  provide  a general  service. 

(б)  Depots. — The  number  of  depots  in  the  scheme  is  19,  comprising 
J 15  main  depots,  one  small  coastal  depot,  and  three  rural  outstations 
! covering  Weardale  and  Teesdale. 

(c)  Vehicles. — At  the  end  of  1953  there  were  91  ambulances  and  one 
* car.  The  corresponding  numbers  at  the  end  of  1954  were  100  ainbu- 
j lances  and  3 light  sitting-case  vehicles,  the  increase  in  the  fleet  being 
1 accounted  for  as  follows. — 


Ambulances  Light  S.(K 
Standard  Vehicle  Car 


Number  of  vehicles  at  beginning  of  year. . . 
Unserviceable  and  withdrawn  during  the 

91 

— 

1 

year 

3 



1 

New  vehicles 

12 

3 

— r 

Number  of  vehicles  at  end  of  year 

100 

3 

— 

During  the  year  161  vehicles  required  major  repairs  and  495  minor 
I repairs. 


32 


(d)  titaff  : (i)  Headquartem. — -Tiiore  wore  no  changes  in  tho  head- 
quarter’s staff  during  the  year. 

(ii)  Controls. — Tiie  seven  county  controls  are  manned  continuously 
])y  male  clerk-tele])}ionists  working  on  a shift  system. 

(iii)  Driver-attendants.--  -The  total  num})er  of  drivers  em})loyed 
in  llie  Service  at  tho  end  of  the  year  was  2H1,  an  increase  of  nine  on  the 
number  for  1953.  Additional  dri\'ing  staff  is  being  recruited  up  to 
the  maximum  authorised  establishment  of  289. 

(iv)  Mechanies. — Six  mechanics  are  employed  and  carry  out  their 
duties  at  the  four  r('])air  \inits  at  Crook,  Durham,  Stanley  and 
Wheatley  Hill. 

Details  of  the  work  done  in  unit  areas  is  shovm  in  Table  23  and  Table 
24  records  work  done  by  the  Service  since  inception. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CAPE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

The  proposals  of  tho  County  Council  under  Section  28  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  approved  originally  ])y  the  Minister  of  Health 
on  the  22nd  April,  1948,  have  been  amended  on  seven  occasions  since 
and  tho  following  is  a copy  of  the  amendment  as  approved  by  the 
^Minister  on  the  24th  November,  1954. 

“ The  Local  Health  Authority  also  intends  to  make  arrangements 
to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination,  subject  to  the  necessary  preliminary 
tests  and  to  obtaining  parental  consent,  to  school  children  between 
their  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  birthdays.  The  vaccination  will  be 
carried  out  on  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  consultation  with  the  School  Medical  Officer,  by  Medical  Officers 
expressly  designated  for  this  purpose  by  the  Authority.” 


'fUBERCULOSIS. 

(«)  Preventive  Care  and  After-Care. — Close  liaison  exists  between 
the  health  department  and  the  twelve  chest  clinics  serving  the  county 
area.  The  count}'  health  visitors  do  duty  at  the  clinics  and  there  is  a 
free  and  regular  interchange  of  information  and  reports  between  the 
clinics  and  the  health  department.  A notification  register  is  maintained 
in  the  county  health  de]iartment  and  for  each  case  there  is  a health 
visiting  record  card.  District  medical  officers  are  also  kept  informed  of 
the  movements  of  patients  in  their  areas. 

Dr.  C.  A.  O’Neill  reports  from  Earls  House  Chest  Clinic,  near 
Durham. — 

“ All  notified  cases  are  given  the  opportunity  of  being  clinically 
examined  and  x-rayed.  Sputum  and  B.S.R.  examinations  are  arranged 
and  skin  tests  are  carried  out  for  children  under  16  years  of  age.  Tuber- 
culous mothers  of  newborn  babies  are  offered,  and  usually  avail  them- 
selves of,  the  protection  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  for  their  children.  All 
negative  Mantoux  contacts  are  advised  to  have  B.C.G.  vaccination 
and  when  suitable  segregation  of  the  patient  or  contact  is  possible, 
they  usually  agree  to  this.  In  addition  all  nurses  in  the  hospitals  in 
the  group  ai'e  examined,  x-rayed  and  Mantoux  tested  as  a routine. 
Here  again,  the  Mantoux  negative  group  receive  B.C.G.  vaccination 


Tablk  23. 


Administuative  County  of  Durham. — Summary  of  Ambulance  Work  done  during  the  period  1st  J anuary  to  31st  December.  1954. 


Unit  Area. 


1.  East  Tjnieside 

2.  West  Tyneside 

3.  Stanley 

4.  Consett 

5.  North-Eastern 

6.  Houghton  ... 

7.  Seaham 

8.  Easington  ... 

9.  Hartlepool  ... 

9a.  West  Hartlepool 

10.  Sedgefield 

11.  Stockton 

12.  Darlington  . . 

13.  Barnard  Castle 

14.  Bishop  Auckland 
1.5.  Chester-le-Street 

16.  Durham  (Central) 
16a.  Durham  (West) 

17.  Western 


Authorised 
establishment 
of  men  and 
vehicles. 


Actual  Numbers 
employed  on 
31st  December, 
1954. 


1 « 
>3  o 
<5W 


S.  I C. 


S.  I C. 


1 C. 


Wh 


c. 


c 

*3  2 
.•£  != 

1*1 

an 


S.  I c. 


.2  o 
QW 


s.  I a 


S.  I c. 


2 

28 

8 

25  1 

7018 

586 

364 

16 

5 



14 

4919 

324 

350 

2 

16 

6 



16  1 

5059 

339 

281 

2 

18 

6 



18  ' 

3703 

529 

271 

14 

5 



12 

2674 

295 

122 

1 

16 

6 



16 

5417 

436 

306 

14 

5 



14 

4831 

356 

184 

1 

24 

9 



24 

6276 

504 

357 

5 

1 

— 

5 

2304 

293 

68 

1 

16 

5 

1 

15 

5202 

231 

230 

2 

26 

8 



26 

10736 

1965 

587 







1948 

74 

50 



4 

2 



4 

1003 

91 

94 

2 

22 

8 

1 

22 

6306 

603 

425 

16 

6 

1 

16 

5248 

290 

194 

1 

24 

9 



28 

14659 

466 

373 

1 

11 

5 



10 

2249 

122 

137 

1 

16 

6 

— 

16 

3481 

288 

311 

20 

286 

100 

3 

281 

'93135 

1 7793 

4704 

26 

11 

95 

967 

219 

341 

1686 

17879 

183 

1417 

27 

8 

1 

55 

76 

171 

1395 

13204 

65 

848 

1 

1 

1 

2 

80 

128 

1283 

13544 

159 

1869 

1 

1 



195 

122 

1150 

10278 

320 

2445 

2 

11 

32 

609 

30 

19 

844 

7420 

92 

589 

4 

5 

5 

8 

129 

120 

1228 

14790 

342 

2456 

3 

68 

22 

147 

84 

946 

10118 

203 

1893 

2 

7 



— 

119 

118 

1545 

17367 

413 

3345 





131 

119 

743 

2592 

390 

1289 

1 

2 

— 

28 

3 

5 

4 

170 

191 

836 

12192 

215 

3049 

83 

211 



348 

256 

1268 

13544 

606 

3533 

4 

4 



4 

11 

7 

305 

1230 

15 

99 



33 

23 

14 

159 

3864 

85 

367 

42 

2 

23 

71 

133 

103 

1396 

11611 

523 

2883 

149 

69 

1 

3 

132 

159 

1350 

15415 

128 

1700 

2 

1 

1 

6 

413 

501 

2360 

1987( 

381 

32.50 

2 

1 

197 

272 

344 

240 

364 

1791 

245 

2453 

2 

2 

44 

709 

56 

81 

409 

9S11 

187 

1072 

378 

336 

474 

2765 

2756 

2774 

19267 

196621 

4554 

34557 

2795 

1888 

1863 

2196 

1295 

2144 

1723 

2583 

1557 

2 

1485 

4270 

409 

358 

2720 

2050 

3623 

1274 

986 


20979 

14636 

15825 

13116 

8770 

17685 

12301 

21194 

4068 

1 

15669 

18131 

1394 

4372 

15095 

17540 

24001 

4894 

12086 


o o 
O W 


S.  I C. 


780 

727 

856 

570 

277 

863 

361 

753 

81 

26 

447 

217 

80 

1058 

782 

1093 

13 

33: 


159 

116 

213 

73 

78 

lOl 

65 

176 

14 

51 

43 

10 

137 

76 

234 

2 

31 


93161579 


mO 


S.  I c. 


30| 

128 

1 


323  79  1682 


go 


S.  i C. 


223 

100 

70 

103 

32 

131 

80 

174 

21 

11 

42 

237 

38 

3 

174 

78 

97 

1 

67 


486 

290 

219 

132 

59 

285 

193 

314 

77 

222 

346 

31 

463 

224 

282 

3 

145 


s.  c, 


64 

12 

13 

6 

2 

31 

49 

338 

8 

4 

28 

120 

1 

13 

6 

19 


Emergency. 

Grand  total 
of  cases 

Petrol 

used 

(galls.) 

Mileage 

' 

> 

Road  Accidents. 

Accidents  at 

Sports  Meetings. 

; Industrial 

Accidents. 

Hospital 

Transfers. 

Totals. 

Stretcher 

Cases. 

Sitting 

Cases. 

C. 

s. 

C. 

s. 

C. 

s. 

C. 

S. 

C. 

S.  ! C. 

29 

115 

55 

13 

12 

137 

214 

269 

186 

1671 

1166 

4466 

22145 

9285i 

132078 

5 

30 

21 

3 

5 

32 

33 

31 

14 

949 

486 

2837 

15122 

8971 

125761 



22 

7 

2 

1 

3 

2 

16 

8 

983 

460 

2846 

16275 

9664 

132027 

5 

50 

11 

5 

1 

3 

38 

6 

775 

228 

2971 

13344 

8974 

113017 

2 

18 

8 

9 

2 

26 

28 

11 

2 

386 

182 

1678 

8952 

4543 

71267 

21 

70 

23 

6 

6 

11 

11 

54 

18 

1173 

470 

3317 

18155 

9150 

134219 

19 

28 

4 

5 

1 

4 

2 

14 

6 

552 

292 

2275 

12593 

6031 

96887 

38 

69 

54 

12 

7 

11 

4 

45 

16 

1414 

616 

3997 

21810 

14758 

228391 

1 

34 

15 

12 

3 

37 

27 

26 

5 

219 

142 

1776 

4210 

1437 

26508 



11 



4 



37 



6 

— 

98 

— 

100 

1 

68 

910 

20 

36 

9 

4 



6 

1 

33 

— 

607 

303 

2092 

1.5972 

8668 

136650 

198 

138 

92 

185 

152 

119 

161 

1C 

6 

1043 

1012 

5313 

19143 

11065 

170598 

1 

33 

9 

1 

1 

17 

18 

_ 



89 

60 

498 

1454 

1606 

21665 

10 

5 

1 







— 

95 

15 

453 

4387 

3624 

59917 

9 

49 

28 

7 

1 

12 

12 

44 

14 

1387 

669 

4107 

15764 

11575 

169870 

2 

43 

34 

1 

1 

22 

C 

3C 

11 

1090 

369 

3140 

17909 

8341 

109281 

10 

85 

49 

13 

8 

24 

15 

21 

J 

1353 

606 

4976 

24607 

14789 

225018 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 







28 

11 

1302 

4905 

10389^ 

155983 

6 

19 

10 

1 

1 

8 

5 

11 

* 

448 

200 

1434 

12286 

9491 

143040 

369 

865 

436 

285 

203 

511 

539 

657 

301 

14357 

7277 

49578 

249034 

152490 

22.53087 

Coimty  ambulance  reinforced  as  necessary  by  adjoining  County  Borough  Service. 
‘ S ” Stretcher  cases  conveyed  by  ambulances. 


I Darlington  County  Borough  Council  provides  service  as  required. 
“ C ” Sitting  cases  conveyed  by  ambulances  and  cars. 
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Administrative  County  of  Durham. — Ani])vilauce  Service — -Statistics,  194S-54. 
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annual  costing  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  2o  51,  which  became  operative 
on  1st  August,  1951. 

J Includes  figures  shown  under  “ Out-patients  only.” 
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at  Dryburn  Hospital,  Some  of  the  newborn  babies  are  also  ^'accinated 
there  but  the  other  Mantoux  negative  patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinic 
at  Earls  House  Hospital.” 

(b)  Contacts. — Consensus  of  opinion  expressed  by  the  chest  physicians 
is  that  contact  examinations  are  not  as  yet  on  a satisfactory  high 
level.  This  is  attributed  in  some  degree  to  the  shortage  of  health  visitors 
and  the  need  for  further  education  of  the  public. 

Dr.  Walker  of  Darlington  Chest  Clinic  reports. — 

“ There  is  no  doubt  that  a number  of  contact  examinations  are  not 
done  because  of  the  difficulties  of  transport  and  expense  which  result 
in  appointments  being  given  but  not  kept.  It  is  relatively  easy  to 
persuade  a person  who  has  sym])toms  to  come  for  exarair  ion  but  the 
difficulty  arises  in  apparently  healthy  persons  when  they  are  asked  to 
come  for  examination  and  tuberculin  test  at  their  own  expense  and 
possibly  with  the  loss  of  wages  for  half  a day.” 

Although  the  numbers  of  contacts  examined  in  relation  to  new 
cases  varies  throughout  the  county  the  proportion  in  some  chest 
clinic  areas  appears  reasonably  satisfactory. 

(c)  Employment. — Tribute  is  paid  by  several  chest  physicians  to  the 
work  of  the  disablement  resettlement  officers  in  finding  suitable  work 
and  facilities  for  retraining  and  rehabilitation.  Dr.  White  of  Sunderland 
Chest  Clinic  draws  attention  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  work 
for  miners  outside  the  coal  mining  industry. 

From  Whickham  Chest  Clinic,  Dr.  Martischnig  reports. — ■ 

“ Practically  every  notified  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  being 
registered  as  a disabled  person  and  before  being  allowed  to  re.sume 
work,  the  patient  is  assessed  at  the  clinic  and  after  discussion  with  the 
disablement  resettlement  officer  a course  at  Felling  Rehabilitation 
Centre  is  arranged  after  which  suitable  employment  is  found.  All 
these  patients  are  regularly  supervised  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
they  still  continue  with  chemotherapy  while  at  work  so  that  any  poten- 
tial breakdown  and  subsequent  infection  of  fellow  employees  is 
minimised.” 

From  the  reports  received  it  would  appear  that  much  is  being  done 
to  provide  suitable  employment  and  to  safeguard  the  spread  of  infection 
during  w'orking  hours  in  all  areas. 

Arrangements  continue  for  the  admission  of  patients  to  Pr(  ston  Hall 
Colony  and  Papworth  Village  Settlement.  These  cases  are  admitted 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  chest  physicians  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  medical  superintendents^  of  the  settlements  as  to  their  suitability. 
On  the  1st  J anuary  three  patienrs  for  whom  the  County  Council  accepted 
liability,  were  in  village  settlements.  During  the  year  one  of  these 
patients  was  discharged  and  another  admitted,  leaving  three  in  resi- 
dence at  the  end  of  the  year. 

{d)  Notification. — So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  the  standard  of  notifi- 
cation is  good  altnough  some  non-respiratory  cases  apparently  escape 
when  they  are  diagnosed  and  treated  at  hospitals  without  reference 
to  the  chest  physicians.  During  the  year  there  were  five  posthumous 
notifications  and  27  cases  died  without  ever  being  notified.  The  figures 
for  1953  were  six  and  52  respectively. 
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Attempts,  not  always  sia.-cessftil.  art'  made  to  examine  tlu;  contacts 
t)f'  patients  dying  withoiit  notification  and  the  task  of  ])ersuading  them 
lo  attend  t lie  (clinics  for  examination  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  tlie  health 
\’isiteis  who  receive  from  the  local  registrars  of  hirtlis  and  deaths,  via 
the  county  health  dejiai-tment , immediate  notifications  of  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  occurring  within  the  administrative  county. 

(c)  A^'ertaitnuoit  ^rheines  for  hJarhf  (\is-e.s  (Dtiong  ('hildren  and  Others. 
— ( 'ooperat ion  is  good  and  cases  ai-e  referred  from  maternity  tmd  cliild 
welfai’e  centres,  school  clinics,  general  practitioners,  children’s  homes, 
and  pai'diat ricians.  '^fhei-e  are  no  S])ecial  schemes  to  re]ioi't. 

{/)  Special  (hise  Finding  Sarcegs. — I’he  mass  miniature  radiogra]>hy 
units  ojierate  in  all  areas,  undertaking  in  addition  to  tlie  general  ])ublic, 
the  examination  of  special  groups  in  factories,  industries,  universities, 
colleges  and  schools. 

{g)  H.C.G.  Vaccination. — This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  chest 
physicians  at  the  chest  clinics  and  during  the  year  790  cases  received 
[irotection. 

Tuberculin  test  iug  and  B.C.U.  x'accination  of  school  children  born  in 
1941  in  the  Staidey  Urban  District  was  carried  out  in  Nov'ember  and 
December  by  the  medical  officer  of  health,  with  the  assistance  of 
Dr.  F.  ().  Potti'r,  area  chest  physician,  and  316  children  were  protected. 

4’he  chest  physician  at  Darlington  (Dr.  Walker)  also  v^'accinated  58 
(“hildren  at  Aycliffe  Approved  School. 

(/i)  Extra  V\onrishnient. — Liquid  milk  is  supplied  to  tubei’culous 
])atients  on  the  recommendation  of  the  chest  physician.  Each  case  is 
subject  to  the  County  Council  scale  of  charges  based  on  the  income  of 
the  household.  At  the  end  of  1954,  56  cases  were  receiving  free  milk 
and  four  had  sup}:)lies  at  reduced  cost. 

{^)  Beds  and  Bedding. — Those  articles  are  loaned  free  of  charge  to 
tuberculous  patients  if  the  household  circumstances  justify  assistance. 
Recommendations  are  received  from  chest  physicians,  health  visitors 
and  district  nurses  or  other  reliable  sources. 


GENERAL  ILLNESS. 

Xursing  Eq-nipnient. — ’A  central  store  of  appliances  is  maintained  in 
tlie  health  department  and  issues  are  made  on  the  recommendation  of 
a doctor,  health  visitor,  district  nurse  or  almoner.  The  district  nurses 
are  notified  of  all  patients  in  their  districts  who  have  equipment  on 
loan  and  they  maintain  a general  supervision,  notifying  the  health 
department  when  the  equipment  is  no  longer  required. 

During  the  year  local  stores  of  the  smaller  articles  of  equipment,  in 
demand  most,  were  established  in  Stockton  and  Hartlepool. 

Cooperation  with  the  almoners  of  the  hospitals  receiving  patients 
from  the  administrative  county  is  good  and  advance  notice  is  given  of 
the  discharge  of  patients  in  order  that  nursing  apj^liances  may  be  at 
their  disposal  on  their  arrival  home.  Special  attention  is  given  to  para- 
plegics and  no  charge  is  made  for  equipment  supplied  for  the  use  of 
these  cases. 


Table  25. 


FEEVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  and  AFTER-CARE. 
Summary  of  provision  made  dui*ing  1954. 
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Table  25  gives  a summary  of  provision  made  during  1954. 


Occupational  Therapy. — No  occupational  therapists  are  directly 
smployed.  With  the  cooperation  of  the  county  education  department 
uition  in  certain  subjects  can  be  provided  and  liaison  has  also  been 
naintained  with  officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board,  Ministry  of 
f’ensions  and  voluntary  bodies,  e.g..  Voluntary  Care  Committees, 
British  Red  Cross. 

Venereal  Diseases. — The  social  worker  who  works  in  close  cooperation 
vith  the  venereal  diseases  treatment  centres  serving  the  administrative 
iounty  is  employed  in  following  up  contacts  and  patients  under  treat- 
nent. 


Health  Education. — Exhibition  stands  on  loan  from  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  showing  the  following  topics  were  dis- 
played at  child  welfare  centres  and  in  large  shops  in  all  parts  of  the 
20unty  for  varying  periods. — 

The  Work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  Foot  Infections 
Breast  Feeding  Vaccination 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Head  Lice 

Care  of  the  Teeth  Care  of  the  Feet. 

During  the  year  45  films  covering  a wide  range  of  relevant  subjects 
were  displayed  to  audiences  totalling  almost  2,500  people  in  many 
parts  of  the  county.  Groups  to  whom  shows  were  given  included  Parent- 
Teacher  Associations,  Townswomen’s  Guilds,  Women’s  Institutes, 
Mothers’  Clubs  and  Health  Visitors.  Two  whole  days  were  spent  at 
the  Consett  Urban  District  annual  show  presenting  a selection  of  films 
to  successive  audiences  from  the  general  public. 


A film-strip  projector  has  been  used  to  display  suitable  propaganda 
to  smaller  audiences  at  welfare  centres. 


Convalescent  Homes. — The  acute  shortage  of  convalescent  home 
accommodation  in  this  area  continues  and  none  is  available  to  the 
County  Council. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  object  of  the  service  is  to  provide  domestic  help  for  households 
“ where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who 
is  ill,  an  expectant  mother,  lying-in,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a 
child  not  over  school  age.”  The  great  majority  of  the  cases  are,  in  fact, 
old  people  who  are  also  sick  and  infirm,  though  the  service  has  given 
assistance  to  many  younger  households  and  homes  where  children 
require  care  because  of  the  mother’s  illness. 

The  demand  for  the  service  continues.  Each  year  the  number  of 
households  benefiting  from  the  assistance  of  a home  help  increases,  a 
total  of  4,322  cases  being  served  in  1954,  compared  with  3,791  in  1953, 
an  increase  of  531.  Many  people  who  would  otherwise  be  in  hospital 
remain  at  home  if  a home  help  is  provided  and  because  of  the  avail- 
ability of  a home  help  others  are  discharged  at  a much  earlier  date 
than  would  otherwise  be  possible. 


Tiie  fee  lor  the  service  was  2/1  Id.  per  liour  rising  to  3/ Id.  per  houn  ( 
on  tlie  1st  October  but  a scale  of  cliarges  is  in  operation  and  the  amount'! 
paj'able  is  assessed  according  to  tlie  income  of  the  family  concerned, in 
due  allowance  being  made  for  the  number  in  the  family,  rent  and  other  "jj 
such  circumstances. 


Home  helps  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  2 4^d.  per  liour  up  to  the  7th!  i 
•August  and  2,5|d.  per  hour  from  the  llth  August,  an  additional  payment:  ( 
of  2d.  per  hour  being  made  for  attendance  on  infectious  disease  cases'si 
from  ()th  Di'cember.  ^Idieir  duties  may  include  the  care  of  young  children,!, t 
the  care  of  the  .sick  and  aged,  and  the  domestic  work  of  the  house,  but  I 
owing  to  the  demands  on  the  service,  the  work  has  had  to  be  restrictedni 
to  essentials.  Having  regard  to  the  distribution  of  ])opulation  almost  ■ : 
all  home  hel})S  are  part-time  and  they  are  expected  to  be  experienced  i ( 
in  running  a home,  informed  about  catering  and  sensible  in  the  manage-‘  S 
ment  of  children.  Many  of  our  home  helps  have  a strong  sense  of  com-  '| 
munity  servdee  and  this  is  shown  by  the  hours  of  voluntary  work  thoy\  • 
give  to  their  cases.  No  sitters-in  are  employed. 

For  the  purpose  of  organisation  the  County  is  now  divided  into  i 
thirteen  areas,  each  one  supervised  by  an  assistant  organiser.  Thei  i 
assistant  organiser  investigates  every  application  in  her  area  (3,047 “h 
cases  were  investigated  during  the  year)  such  applications  besides' I 
coming  from  the  general  public,  being  received  from  general  practi-  I 
tioners,  hospital  almoners,  chest  clinics.  National  Assistance  Board,  i 
welfare  officers,  children’s  officer,  health  visitors,  district  nurses  andi|j 
midwives.  Cooperation  is  close  and  cordial.  Every  case  is  visited Ifl 
fortnightly  to  ensure  satisfactory  working  and  the  supervision  is  con-  • i 
tinned  to  the  end  of  the  ca.se  so  that  if  conditions  change  the  servdees  - 1 
of  the  home  help  may  be  altered  to  suit. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  giving  figures  of  the  work  accom-  : 
plished. — 

No.  of  cases  provided  with  home  hel]3  during  the  year. — 


Maternity 

183 

Tuberculosis 

34 

Others 

...  4,105 

Total 

...  4,322 

No.  of  cases  attended  on  the  1st  J anuary  . . . 

...  2,322 

New  cases  during  the  year  ... 

...  2,000 

Cases  terminated 

...  1,585 

Cases  attended  on  tlu!  3 1st  December 

...  2,737 

No.  of  cases  on  waiting  list  on  31st  December 

25 

Applications  withdrawm  or  refused  ... 

...  1 ,022 

Idle  assistant  organisers  made  visits  as  under.- 

Preliminary  visits  to  applicants 

...  2,001 

Routine  visits  to  applicants 

...  57,418 

Enquiries  regarding  home  helps 

...  1,560 

A’'isits  to  home  helps 

...  5,725 

Other  visits 

933 

Total 

...  68,237 

MENTAL  HEALTH 


r The  proposals  for  carrying  out  the  duties  under  Section  hi  of  tlit' 
ti  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  approved  originally"  by  the  Ministej' 
[ of  Health  on  the  24th  May,  1948,  were  amended  (and  approved)  on  the 
30th  October,  1954,  by  the  addition  of  the  following  ])aragraph. — 

Part  11. 

j!  Development. 

(6)  Training  of  defectives. 

I(iii)  The  local  health  authority  may,  in  approved  cases,  j.)rovid(' 
occupation  and  ti’aining  for  mejital  defectives  by  making  arrange- 
ments with  other  local  health  authorities  for  admission  to  their 
centres  of  cases  from  the  administrative  county  area.  Similar 
I arrangements  will  be  made  in  conjimction,  where  ajipropriatc, 

with  a hospital  authority. 


fS  Administration. 

i)  (a)  The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Health 

r Committee  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Mental  Health 
1 Service. 

) (6)  Staff  employed. 

“ Duly  Authorised  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Supervisors,  Occupation  Centres  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Assistant  Supervisors,  do.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mental  Health  Workers  (home  teachers)  ...  ...  ...  1 

r The  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  deals  with  mental  health  admin - 
I istrative  work  and  the  examination  and  certification  of  mental  defectives 
I imder  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  on  behalf  of  the  County  Medical 
f Officer. 

) (c)  There  are  no  arrangements  for  joint  use  of  the  services  of 

r officers  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  or  Hospital  Management 
['  Committees.  Patients  out  on  trial  from  mental  hospitals  or  on  licence 
( from  institutions  for  mental  defectives  are  supervised  by  the  hos]')itals 
I concerned. 

; Account  of  work  undertaken  in  the  Community. 

) {a)  The  supervision  of  mental  defectives,  except  those  on  licence 

( from  certified  institutions,  is  carried  out  by  health  visitors,  who  made 
’ 7,006  visits  to  1,932  defectives  during  the  year.  Of  the  defectives 
j known  to  this  Authority,  13  have  given  birth  to  children  during  this 
: period,  5 while  unmarried.  Eight  defectives  were  married.  Difficulty 
t continues  to  be  experienced  in  the  appointment  of  staff  to  deal  with 
• the  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 


' (6)  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930. — During  the 

■I  year  the  duly  authorised  officers,  at  the  request  of  the  medical  practi- 
[ tioners  or  the  police,  investigated  cases  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
' Treatment  Acts.  In  the  following  cases  admission  to  a mental  hospital 
: was  arranged. 


38 


Lunacy  Act,  1890, 

Section  IH — Certified  })atients 
,,  20 — ^3-Day  Orders 

,,  21  (1) — 14-Day  Orders 

,,  oo — Relapse  on  trial  ... 

85 — Escajie  and  recapture 

Mental  TreaUnent  Act,  1930. 

Section  1 — Voluntary  patients 
5 — Temporary  ])atients 


350 

335 

50 

7 


113 

19 


(c)  Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act.s,  1913-1918. 

(i)  Cases  are  ascertained  by  school  inedical  officers,  child  welfare- 
niedical  officers,  private  practitioners,  hospital  .staffs,  health ii 
visitors,  and  social  \vork('rs,  and  supervision  is  carried  out  by  ^ 
health  visitors. 


On  the  31st  December  there  were  2,711  mentally  defective  persons  ;■ 
on  the  register  which  number  gives  an  ascertainment  figure  of  2.98  per*i 
1,000  population  in  the  administrative  county  area.  Table  20  shows  ' 
the  sex  distribution  of  patients  on  the  register. 


Table  20. 


Mentally  Defective  Persons  : Sex  distribution. 


Distribution  of  cases 

Male 

Female 

Total 

In  certified  hospitals  for  mental  defectives 

281 

273 

554 

Idaces  of  safety 

4 

10 

20 

In  State  hospitals  ... 

10 

5 

15 

Under  Guardianship 

5 

5 

10 

Domiciliary  supervision 

925 

977 

1,902 

Pending 

23 

10 

33 

In  General  hospitals 

30 

40 

70 

In  Mental  hospitals... 

40 

01 

101 

Totals  ... 

1,318 

1,393 

2,711 

During  the  year  115  cases  were  added  to  the  register. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  the  Local  Educa->: 
tion  Authority  notified  during  the  year  to  the  Local  Health  Authority^ 
the  following. — ■ 

Undei-  Section  57  (3) — Children  considered  ined- 
ucable within  the  .school 
system 

Under  Section  57  (5) — -Children  who  require 

further  super\  ision  after 
leaving  school 


M.  F.  Total.  ll 

31  28  59  I 

0 — 0 


During  the  year  70  patients  were  admitted  to  liospitals  under  the.J 
.Acts. 
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Exa))ii)ialion.s  by  Medical  Officer. 

The  number  of  examinations  made  by  a medical  otbcei'  for  the 
puipose  of  oertification  or  classification  is  sliown  in  the  following  table. 


Table  27. 


Examinations 

Certifiable 

Not 

Certifiable 

Total 

Domiciliary 

S7 

S 

95 

In  hospitals 

13 

— 

13 

In  Medical  Officer’s  ofticu- 

IS 

— 

IS 

In  H.M.  Prison,  Durham 

13 

— 

13 

Totals  ... 

131 

S 

139 

(ii)  Guardianship. — The  number  of  cases  under  giiardianshi j)  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  10  and  7 of  the.so  are  vi.sited  at  regular  intervals 
by  the  Deputj'  County  Medical  Offioer  and  the  health  visitors.  The 
remaining  3 are  residing  outside  the  county  area  and  are  \'isited  by 
officers  of  other  authorities. 


(iii)  Home  Teaching. — A home  teacher  of  mental  defectives  com- 
menced duty  in  the  south  Tyneside  area  on  the  1st  June  and  on  31st 
December  22  children  were  receiving  training  in  their  own  homes  in 
this  area. 


Occupation  Centres. — New  centres  wore  o])ened  at  Stockton-on-Tees 
and  Houghton-le-Spring,  on  2Bth  April,  with  24  children  and  14  children 
respectively  in  attendance.  The  numbers  in  attendance  on  31st  Decem- 
ber were  as  follows  : at  Stockton-on-Tees,  25  ; at  Houghton-le-Spring, 
19  ; and  at  Consett,  17. 

Tn  addition,  (i  children  were  attending  occupation  centres  of  other 
local  authorities. 
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AREA  HEALTH  SUB -COMMITTEES. 

Table  28  shows  the  number  of  meetings  held  by  the  area  health 
s\ib-committees  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  adopted 
by  the  County  Council  in  1948. 


Table  28. 


No.  of 
Area. 

Names  of  County  Districts 
comprised  in  the  area. 

Medical 

()fh(!er. 

Number 

of 

members. 

Meetings 

held. 

] 

Blaydon  U.D. 

Ryton  U.D. 

Whickham  U.D.  ... 

Vacant. 

20 

5 

2 

Jarrow  Borough  ... 

Felling  U.D 

Hebburn  U.D. 

J.  A.  W.  Reid, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,D.P.H. 

21 

4 

8 

Consett  U.D. 

Stanley  LT.D. 

Lanchester  R.D. 

S.  Ludkin,  M.B.,  B.S., 
D.P.H. 

21 

4 

4 

Chester-le-Street  U.D.  ... 
Chester-le-Street  R.D.  ... 

J.  L.  Siddle, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

It) 

5 

5 

Boldon  U.D 

Hetton  U.D. 

Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 
IVashington  U.D. 
Sunderland  R.D. 

L.  A.  M.  Johnston, 
B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 

25 

4 

ti 

Crook  & Willington  U.D. 

Tow  Law  U.D. 

Weardale  R.D. 

1 

G.  A.  Macgregor, 

M.D.,  D.P.H. 

18 

4 

7 

Durham  Borough 

Brandon  U.D. 

Durham  R.D. 

R.  G.  Drummond, 
M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

20 

3 

8 

Seaham  U.D. 

Easington  R.D.  ... 

J.  W.  A.  Rodgers, 
M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

18 

8 

9 

Barnard  Castle  U.D. 
Barnard  Castle  R.D. 

J.  G.  Paley,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

15 

4 

10 

Bishop  xA-Uckland  U.D.  ... 
Shildon  U.D. 

Spennymoor  U.D. 

H.  G.  Donald,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

20 

4 

11 

Hartlepool  Borough 
Billingham  U.D.  ... 
Darlington  R.D.  ... 
Sedgefield  R.D.  ... 
Stockton  R.D. 

M.  W.  Rodgers, 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 
D.P.H. 

28 

4 

12 

Stockton  Borough 

H.  J.  Peters,  M.B., 
B.Hy.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 

14 

10 

4J 
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I NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  194S. 

WELFARE  SERVICES. 


Residential  Accoynmodation. — At  the  end  of  the  year  845  persons  were 
il  being  provided  with  accommodation  and  there  wore  62  names  on  tlio 
T waiting  list. 


During  the  year  progress  has  been  made  as  follows. — 


New  Hostel. — A new  hostel  known  as  Winton,  Winlaton,  was  opened 
dfor  the  reception  of  residents  on  the  27th  May.  Tlie  hostel  provides 
} accommodation  for  20  males  and  18  females. 


Adapted  Properties. — Two  private  properties,  suitably  ada))ted,  were 
} opened  during  the  year. 


(a)  Grove  Park,  Barnard  Castle. — This  is  a largo  house  standing  in 
'well  laid-out  grounds,  in  close  proximity  to  the  centre  of  the  town. 
'The  hostel  provides  accommodation  for  22  men  and  the  first  residents 
'were  admitted  on  the  2nd  June. 


(6)  Owton  Fens,  Greatham. — This  is  a large  house  standing  in  well 
i laid-out  grounds  within  half  a mile  of  the  village  of  Greatham.  The 
I hostel  provides  accommodation  for  21  women  and  the  first  residents 
•were  admitted  on  30th  July. 

The  opening  of  these  additional  hostels  increased  the  number  of 
: establishments  directly  controlled  by  the  Health  Committee  to  1 1 
i and  the  total  number  of  beds  available  in  these  establishments  was  549. 

Additional  Hostels. — In  October  tenders  were  accepted  for  the  adapt- 
Fation  of  two  properties,  Nos.  11  and  12,  The  Cliff,  Seaton  Carew.  The 
'work  of  adaptation  is  proceeding. 


Work  is  also  proceeding  on  the  adaptation  of  Holmfield,  Crook  and 
rthe  erection  of  new  hostels  at  Stanley  and  Jarrow. 


Site  for  New  Hostel. — In 
>1  hostel  in  Woodhouse  Lane, 


October  the  purchase  of  a site  for 
Bishop  Auckland,  was  authorised. 


a new 


I 

m. 


The  following  statement 
end  of  year. — 


shows  the  distribution  of  residents 


at  the 
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Reside}  dial 
Acconiniodation 
Bed.s^  Beds  Hospital 
Home.  l*roinde(l.  Oeeupied.  Pafie)ds. 


Jn  Homes  controlled  h;/ 

(!!ambridge  House, 

the  Welfare  Rnh-Com- 

Barnard  Castle 

S(i 

7!) 

mittee. 

fh'uth  House, 

Houghton-le- 

Spring 

I2() 

122 

Ivy  Hous(% 
Sedgefield 

Seaton  Holme', 

77 

77 

Hasington 
Weardale  House', 

35 

33 

Stanho]>e 
Xewtown  House, 

5!) 

55) 

Stanhope 
'fhe  Hermitage'., 

30 

30 

Whickham 

18 

18 

Parkside, 

Billingham 

W'inton, 

38 

37 

Winlaton 

Crove  Park, 

38 

38 

Barnard  Castle* 
Owton  Pens, 

0-) 

21 

Great  ham 

21 

17 

hi  Hospitals  transferred 

Bishoji  Auckland 

1 

1 

to  the  Regional  Hospital 

Chestei’-le- Street 

47 

43 

Board  on  5th  Jnbf,  Id  IH. 

Durham 

50 

50 

Lanchester 

62 

54 

Stockton 

40 

32 

In  Hotnes  controlled  by.- — 

{a)  Neighbonring 

Darlington 

10 

County  Boroughs 

Gateshead 

47 

South  Shields 

17 

Sunderland 

•) 

WT^st  Hartlepool 

10 

(6)  Other  Local 

authorities 

1 1 

in  Special  Homes 

37 

Totals 

— 

845 

The  number  of  employees  in  the  eleven  hostels  directly  controlled 
by  the  Health  Committee  was  as  follows. — 


Superintendents 
Matrons 
Wardens 
Other  Staff  . . . 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND  AND  OTHER  HANDICAPPED 

PERSONS. 


Blind  Persons. — The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  County 
Council’s  register  on  the  31st  December  was  or  19  more  than  at 

the  end  of  1953.  During  the  year  the  names  of  281  blind  persons  were 
added  to  the  register,  9 persons  who  had  been  registei-ed  as  blind  were 
certified  partially-sighted  and  their  names  transferred  to  the  registei- 
of  partiallj^-sighted  persons.  Fifteen  persons  who  had  been  regis- 
tered as  blind  were  certified  not  blind  and  the  names  removed  from  the 
register  and  238  died  or  left  the  county  area.  Of  the  24  patients 
certified  not  blind  or  partially-sighted,  sight  has  been  restored  in  23 
cases  after  surgical  treatment.  The  five  part-time  ophthalmologists 
appointed  by  the  County  Council  completed  465  forms  B.D.8  (Certificate 
of  Blindness)  as  a result  of  their  examinations.  In  addition  18  forms 
B.D.8  were  submitted  by  other  ophthalmologists.  These  483  cases 
are  classified  as  follows. — 

First  examinations. — • 


No.  certified  blind 

228 

No.  certified  partially-sighted 

84 

No.  certified  not  blind 

66 

examinations. — ■ 

No.  certified  blind 

37 

No.  certified  partially-sighted 

40 

No.  certified  not  blind 

28 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  partially-sighted  persons 
registered  was  364. 

There  were  no  cases  of  retrolental  fibroplasia  among  jiremature 
infants  during  the  year.  The  following  table  gives  information  regard- 
ing the  follow-up  action  taken  in  respect  of  registered  blind  and  partially- 
sighted  persons. — 

Table  29. 


B’ollow-Up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially-iSighted  Persons. 


(i)  Nrnnber  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  I'ospect 
of  which  para.  7 (c)  of  Forms 
B.D.8  recommends. — 

Cause  of  Disability 

Cataiact 

Glau- 

coma 

Retro- 

lental 

Fibro- 

plasia 

( )thers 

{a)  No  treatment . — ■ 

Blind 

Partially-Sighted  ... 

(6)  Treatment.- 

(medical,  surgical  or  optical) 
Blind 

Partially-Sighted  ... 

(>0 

11 

36 

27 

12 

5 

5 

4 

. . 

140 

28 

8 

29 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (5) 
above  which  on  follow-u]j 
action  have  received  treat- 
ment.— ■ 

Blind 

10 

1 

5 

Partially- Sighted  ... 

16 

5 

— 

23 

44 


Of  the  13  cases  ol'  glaiicoiiui  iiuiluded  iu  the  table  above  and  certified 
blind,  2 did  not  receive  treatment  for  this  condition  prior  to  the  com- 
pletion of  Form  11. D. 8. 

in  all  cases  of  cataract  and  glaucoma  whore  the  examining  opthalm- 
ologist  makes  a recommendation  for  treatment,  a letter  is  addressed 
to  the  ])atient’s  })rivate  doctor  infoi-ming  him  of  the  findings  and  the* 
recommendations  of  the  oj)hthalmologist.  At  tlie  same  time  an  offer 
is  made  for  th<^  case  to  b(>  i-(‘ferred  to  the  ophthalmology  department 
of  the  nearest  hospital  and  the  subsecpient  progress  is  notified  to  th(' 
imalical  practitioner  as  and  when  it  becomes  known  to  this  Department. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  the  medical  practitioners  avail  themselves 
of  this  offer  and  the  arrangenumts  have  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily. 

4’ho  following  information  I't'lates  to  trained  ))lind  persons  in  employ- 
jnent  at  the  end  of  the  y(*ar. 

Institution  Home 
Workers  Workers 

Ko}al  Institution  for  the  lllind,  Sunderland  3(>  2 

(Cleveland  & South  Durham  Institute  for  the 

Blind,  Middlesbrough  ...  ...  ...  12  1 

llai’tlepools  Workshops  for  the  Blind,  West 

Hartlepool  ...  ...  ...  ...  I — 

National  Libi’ary  for  the  Blind,  Braille 

Copyists  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 2 

( 'atholic  Blind  Asyhnn,  Liverpool  ...  ...  1 — 

H('nshaw’s  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Man- 
chester ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

On  the  31st  flecember  the  number  of  trained  but.  unemployed 
blind  persons  was  9 and  the  number  of  blind  persons  in  Homes  for  the 
Iflind  was  14. 

High  Myopia. — it  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years  for  the 
school  health  stu'vice  to  notify  the  health  department  of  all  school 
leavers  suffering  from  high  myopia  who  are  not  registered  blind  or 
partially  sighted  persons.  These  cases  are  followed  up  by  health 
visitors  with  a view  to  ensuring  that  the  children  continue  to  wear 
suitable  spectacles  and  obtain  replacements  where  necessary. 

Home  Teachers  for  the  Blind. — There  were  17  home  teachers  for  the 
blind  in  the  County  area  of  whom  4 were  registered  blind  persons. 

Deaf  and  Dumb. — At  the  end  of  the  year  the  num])er  of  deaf  and 
dumb  persons  on  the  register  was  1)53. 

Epilepsy. — ■Children  of  school  age  siiffering  from  epilei^sy  are 
ascertained  by  school  medical  officers.  Where  necessary  admission 
to  a special  school  for  epileptics  is  arranged.  Many  of  the  children 
are  able  to  attend  the  ordinaiy  school  without  difficulty. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  8 males  and  13  females  in  colonies 
for  epileptics  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  There  were,  in  addition, 
13  males  and  9 females  in  part  III  accommodation  in  the  county,  and 
1 male  and  2 females  accommodated  by  other  local  authorities  for  whose 
maintenance  the  Council  are  responsible.  None  of  the  cases  in  part  III 
accommodation  was  considered  of  sufficient  severity  to  require  transfer 
to  a colony  for  epileptics. 

When  new  cases  of  epilepsy  are  notified  it  is  rarely  possible  to  secure 
their  immediate  admission  to  a colony.  The  names,  however,  are 
placed  on  a waiting  list  and  there  is  no  undue  delay  in  admission. 

Handicapped  Pe?’5on^.— During  the  year  a register  of  handicapped 
persons  was  commenced  and  consideration  was  given  to  methods  of 
fiu'ther  implementing  the  Council’s  scheme  under  Sections  29  and  30 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 
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'J4ie  register  iuoludes  persons  sutteriiig  from  cerebral  palsy  and  it  is 
hoped  that,  with  increased  sources  of  information,  some  action  will  be 
possible  for  this  particular  type  of  handicapped  person. 

The  api3ointment  of  qualified  staff  for  occupational  therapy  and 
welfare  work  received  consideration  and  it  was  hoped  at  an  early  date 
to  make  siiitable  appointments. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

INCIDENCE  AND  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  primary  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
received  during  the  year  was  788  and  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
123  compared  with  875  and  128  respectively  in  1953.  (See  Tables  30 
to  34).  The  figures  for  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  (00  males  and  03 
females)  are  the  lowest  on  record.  The  total  notifications  for  the  year 
(911)  show  a reduction  of  92  compared  with  1953  and  give  an  incidence 
rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  of  1.00  per  1,000  population,  the  rate 
for  1953  being  1.11. 

Table  30  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  and  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  by  age  ]3eriods  and  in  the  separate  county 
districts  and  areas. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  (170)  has  de- 
creased by  45  and  the  deaths  from  non-res])iratory  tuberculosis  (15)  by 
9.  Deaths  from  both  forms  of  Uiberculosis  are  the  lowest  on  record. 

Table  30. 


Auministkative  County  of  Durham,  Tuberculosis — 
New  Ca.ses  and  Deaths,  1930-1954. 


' 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Year. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratoi'y 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1930 

493 

488 

401 

300 

404 

307 

124 

99 

1931 

493 

446 

372 

350 

343 

327 

116 

89 

1932 

506 

477 

450 

406 

353 

326 

126 

85 

1933 

447 

419 

343 

328 

368 

303 

72 

72 

1934 

456 

396 

321 

297 

342 

312 

75 

67 

1935 

376 

376 

306 

248 

315 

295 

79 

63 

1936 

384 

380 

298 

275 

298 

256 

72 

63 

1937 

406 

334 

272 

258 

268 

255 

65 

68 

1938 

339 

317 

302 

293 

270 

200 

57 

67 

1939 

410 

295 

266 

254 

292 

217 

67 

54 

1940 

380 

291 

226 

248 

290 

230 

45 

37 

1941 

388 

382 

241 

240 

299 

243 

55 

51 

1942 

367 

390 

248 

244 

245 

190 

08 

55 

1943 

438 

398 

240 

290 

290 

218 

64 

26 

1944 

445 

469 

235 

240 

233 

190 

51 

49 

1945 

527 

386 

249 

265 

255 

203 

48 

56 

1946 

604 

447 

202 

183 

231 

199 

64 

47 

1947 

534 

474 

166 

172 

253 

263 

58 

38 

1948 

595 

532 

146 

149 

200 

236 

58 

34 

1949 

552 

515 

127 

146 

240 

188 

39 

35 

1950 

682 

607 

113 

130 

220 

136 

34 

22 

1951 

654 

525 

102 

110 

195 

126 

26 

22 

1952 

562 

476 

70 

97 

138 

84 

13 

13 

1953 

502 

415 

06 

78 

129 

92 

14 

10 

1954 

449 

361 

68 

65 

120 

56 

11 

4 

Table  31. 


Almim  1ST  RATI  VE  CouNTY  OF  DuRHAiv],  — Notifications  of 

tuberculosis  in  eacli  urban  and  rural  district  of  the  administrative 
county  during  the  period  1st  January,  1954  to  31st  December,  1954. 


District . 

Primar\ 

Notifications  of  new  cases 
of  Tuberculosis. 

Respiratory. 

1 Non-respiratoiA'. 

Males 

Feiiiales 

Males 

Females 

Area  No.  1. 

lllavdon  U.D.  ... 

14 

14 

1 

1 

Kyton  U.D 

2 

o 

1 

\Vbickham  U.D. 

1 1 

1 

3 

Area  No.  2. 

Jairow  M.B.  ... 

2S 

25 

•) 

.5 

Felling  U.D. 

29 

21 

3 

4 

Hobburn  l^.D 

25  ■ 

19 

3 

•) 

Area  No.  3. 

Consett  U.D.  ... 

12 

14 

4 

7 

Stanley  U.D.  ... 

35 

23 

i 

1 

Lanchester  R.D. 

T) 

.5 

— 

•) 

Area  No.  4. 

Chester-le-Street  U.D. 

9 

5 

2 

.3 

Chester-le-Street  K.D. 

22 

27 

1 

3 

Area  No.  5. 

Boldon  U.D.  ... 

10 

(i 

1 

2 

Hetton  U.D.  ... 

6 

7 



— 

Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 

1 1 

K) 

1 

1 

Washington  U.D. 

1 1 

15 

1 

1 

Sunderland  R.D. 

7 

13 

1 

3 

Area  No.  6. 

Crook  & Willington  U.D. 

14 

10 

2 

— 

Tow  Law  U.D. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Weardale  R.D. 

.. 

1 

2 

1 

Area  No.  7. 

Durham  M.B.  ... 

7 

5 

1 



Brandon  & Byshottles  U.D. 

7 

8 

— • 

— 

Durham  R.D.  ... 

11 

9 

1 

2 

Area  No.  8. 

Seaham  U.D.  ... 

13 

9 

4 

3 

Easington  R.D. 

29 

17 

o 

5 

Area  No.  9. 

Barnard  Castle  U.D.  ... 

1 



— 

Barnard  Castle  R.D.  ... 

8 

6 

1 

Area  No.  10. 

Bishop  Auckland  U.D. 

6 

5 

0 

1 

Shildon  U.D.  ... 

3 

3 

1 

- — - 

Spennymoor  U.D. 

13 

3 

2 

— 

Area  No.  11. 

Hartlepool  M.B. 

7 

10 

3 

5 

Billingham  U.D. 

10 

9 

— - 

— 

Darlington  R.D. 

7 

3 

1 

— 

Sedgefield  R.D.  ...  ...j 

7 

9 

3 

2 

Stockton  R.D 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Area  No.  12. 

Stockton  M.B.. . . 

37 

18 

0 

w 

3 

Administrative  County 

434 

354 

00 

63 

Administrative  Countv  or  Durham,  1954 — Tuberculosis  Notifications. 
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4'ahle  :u. 

Administrativp:  County  of  Durham. — •Primary  Notifications 
►f  Tuberculosis,  1944-1954. 


Y ear 

Kes})iratory 

Non- 

Kespirat  ory 

Totals 

1944  

801 

399 

1,200 

1945  

754 

423 

1,177 

1946  

956 

352 

1,308 

1947  

925 

307 

1,232 

1948  

1,047 

269 

1,316 

1949  

917 

228 

1,145 

1950  

1,060 

205 

1,265 

1951  

1 ,053 

182 

1 ,235 

1952  

917 

158 

1,075 

1953  

875 

128 

1,003 

1954  

788 

123 

911 

Table  .45. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham.  1954. — Tuberculosis  New 
!?ases  and  Mortality. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Resjjiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

4 

1 

. 

1 





. 

. 

1 

9 

10 

8 

6 



2 

— 

— 

5 

18 

12 

10 

14 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— 

10 

18 

25 

8 

9 

— 

- 

— 

— 

15 

52 

65 

13 

/ 

1 

2 

— 

20 

55 

80 

3 

7 

2 

3 



— 

25 

80 

88 

8 

8 

18 

17 

1 

1 

35 

44 

34 

3 

5 

19 

15 



45 

86 

20 

4 

2 

30 

5 

4 

1 

55 

62 

13 

3 

4 

33 

4 

2 

‘> 

65 

20 

11 

6 

1 

18 

6 

— 



75  and 
upwards 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

Totals  ... 

449 

361 

68 

65 

120 

56 

11 

4 
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'1'ablk  :n. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. — Hespiratory  Tuberculosis 
Death-rates,  19r)()-.“>4. 


Rate  per  1, ()()()  Living. 

1950 

1951 

1952 

I 958 

1954 

.Municipal  Boroughs 

0.47 

0.42 

0.27 

0.81 

0.28 

Other  Urban  Districts 

0.40 

0.88 

0.25 

0.24 

0.18 

Rural  Districts 

0.84 

0.29 

0.28 

0.22 

0.19 

Administrative  County 

0.89 

0.8() 

0.25 

0.24 

0.19* 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0.82 

0.27 

0.21 

0.18 

O.lOf 

* This  death-rate  of  0.19  per  1,000  pojuilatiou  is  the  lowest  ou  record 
for  this  administrative  county. 

t Provisional. 


Table  88. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. — Xou- Respiratory  Tuber- 
culosis Death-rates,  1950-54. 


Rate  per  1,000  Living. 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Municipal  Boroughs 

0.11 

0.06 

0.06 

0.04 

0.03 

Other  Urban  Districts 

0.06 

0.05 

0.02 

0.08 

0.02 

Rural  Districts 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.02 

0.01 

Administrative  County 

0.06 

0.05 

0.08 

0.03 

0.02* 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02t 

* This  death-rate  of  0.02  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  this  administra- 
tive county. 

t Provisional. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  I 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Tables  39  to  43  give  particulars  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
during  the  year,  the  mortality  from  the  principal  infective  diseases,  i 
and  the  numbers  admitted  to  isolation  hospitals. 


Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  741  cases  and  325  were  admitted  to 
hospital.  No  deaths  were  registered.  The  corresponding  figures  for  i 
1953  were  1,426,  838  and  no  deaths. 


Table  3t>. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1954. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


Area  No.  1. 
Blaydon  U.D. 
Ryton  U.D. 
Whiokham  U.D. 


Area  No.  2. 
Jarrow  M.B. 
Felling  U.D. 
Hebbum  U.D. 


Area  No.  3. 

Consett  U.D. 
Stanley  U.D. 
Lanchester  R.D. 


Respiratory. 


Under 
1 year 


Area  No.  4. 
Chester-le-Street  U.D. 
Chester-le-Street  R.D. 


Area  No.  5. 

Boldon  U.D. 

Hetton  U.D. 
Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 
Washington  U.D.  ... 
Sunderland  R.D.  ... 


Area  No.  6. 

Crook  &.  Willington  U.D.. 
Tow  Law  U.D. 

Weardale  R.D. 


Area  No.  7. 

Durham  M.B. 

Brandon  & Byshottles  U.D, 
Durham  R.D. 


Area  No.  8. 
Soahara  U.D. 
Easington  R.D. 


.Area  No.  9. 

Barnard  Castle  U.D. 
Barnard  Castle  R.D. 


Area  No.  10. 

Bishop  Auckland  U.D. 
ShildonU.D. 
Spennjnnoor  U.D. 


Area  No.  11. 
Hartlepool  M.B. 
Billingham  U.D. 
Darlington  R.D. 
Sedgefield  R.D. 
Stockton  R.D. 


Area  No.  12. 
Stockton  M.B. 


Administrative  County 


10-14  I 15-19 


20-24 


25-34 


55-64 


M F 


3 I 1 
1 1 — 


1 — 

3 


;-74  75  and 

upwards 


6 

4 ! 18 


Total 


Non-Respiratory. 


Under 
1 year 


5-9 


45-54 


75  and 
upwards 


II  1 4 
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'i’ABLJi  39. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1954 — Final  numbers  of  Infectious  Diseases  after  correction. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

(excluding  rubeUa) 

1 Diphtheria 

a 

'c 

c 

S 

Q 

a. 

a 

.fa 

< 

Dysentery 

Smallpox 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Food 

Poisoning 

*Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

.2 

cS 

”5 

* 

Tuberculosis 

o 

§ 

Ah 

Non- 

Paralytic 

Infective 

Post- 

Infectious 

Erysipelas 

Meningococca 

Infection  • 

1 *Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

' *Chicken 

Pox 

Respiratory 

1 

Meninges 

& C.N.S. 

Other  1 

1 

I\I  1 F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 1 M 

F 

0— 

6— 

16— 

45— 

65  and  over 

Age  imknown 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

6— 

16— 

25— 

46— 

65  and  over 

Age  unlcnown 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Numbers 

Originally 

Notified 

372 

378 

1200 

1381 

38 

30 

11 

11 

2900 

2682 

28 

19 

399 

326 

234 

285 





1 

I 





3 

1 

11 

7 

43 

48 

35 

17 

92 

91 



137 

9 

4 

36 

26 

7 



448 

358 

12 

14 

46 

52 

Final  numbers 
after 

correction 

0— 

1— 

3— 

5— 

10— 

16— 

25  and  Over 

Age  unknown 

2 

1 

123 

116 

2 

1 

146 

139 

68 

68 

98 

78 

- 

2 

3 

12 

9 

13 

9 

15 

9 

2 

3 

4 

5 

39 

32 

333 

384 

14 

10 

2 

1 

754 

667 

1 

- 

49 

37 

55 

61 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

5 

34 

36 

5 

6 

13 

IS 

93 

80 

399 

436 

4 

4 

2 

2 

868 

816 

.1 

- 

113 

71 

35 

70 

3 

2 

15 

8 

1 

1 

31 

19 

116 

164 

3 

3 

10 

13 

171 

190 

331 

4081  6 

[ 

9 

3 

4 

1106 

1043 

2 

2 

109 

58 

16 

46 

1 

1 

19 

22 

2 

17 

22 

125 

118 

— 

1 

12 

12 

41 

42 

8 

19 

1 

- 

1 

2 

16 

13 

2 

- 

55 

83 

12 

16 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

15 

_ 

_ 

13 

21 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

140 

32 

I 

- 

- 

2 

17 

16 

1 

5 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

18 

9 

- 

— 

7 

2 

8 

6 

3 

10 

3 

2 

2 

- 

3 

1 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

6 

4 

- 

Totals  . . 

371 

37C 

1199 

1379 

32 

28 

10 

9 

2898 

2687 

9 

2 

397 

319 

216 

271 

i 

1 

- 

8 

6 

43 

48 

17 

13 

76 

77 

- 

136 

9 

4 

35 

26 

8 

- 

447 

368 

11 

13 

46 

62 

*Age  not  specified. 


Table  40. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1964. — Corrected  Number  of  certain 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  and  number  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals 
in  each  sanitary  district. 
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Acute 
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Acute 

Encephalitis 

1 

Oph- 

Puer- 

peral 

Pyrexia 

Small- 

pox 

Para- 
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Fever 
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1 

Mberoulosis 

Erysi- 

pelas 

Scarlet 

mg 

Cough 

Diph- 
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Infec- 

Para- 

Non- 

Infec- 
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ery  ' 

Neona- 

Typhoid 

ing 

Respira- 
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Ot 

ler 

Pox 

tion 

lytic 

^aralytic 

tive 

[nf’tious 

* 

torura 

Fever 

tory 

& C.N.S. 

Districts. 

Popula- 

o 
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o 

o 

o 

j 

0 
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o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

o 

o 

o 

p 
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o 

p 

0 
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o 

p 
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s 
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1 
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S 
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Area  No.  i.  1 

Blaydon  U.D. 

30,360 

40 

1 

27 

1 

223 

9 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 









77 

2 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

- 

5 

6 

— 

— 

27 

— 

31 

16 

30 

- 

— 

2 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

446 

102 

45 

5 

Ryton  U.D. 

13.710 

2 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

66 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 



2 

1 

26 

18 

1 

1 

5 

1 

6 

1 







210 

36 

Whickhara  U.D.  ... 

22,870 

47 

8 

63 

— 

— 

— 

40 

— 

Area.  No.  2. 

Jarrow  M.B. 

29,100 

7 

6 

80 

404 

60 

_ 



2 

2 









— 

— 

25 

64 

— 

— 

— 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

50 

17 

61 

3 

2 

4 

2 

5 

5 

3 

7 

4 

644 

306 

36 

106 

Felling  U.D 

25,840 

11 

9 

26 

1 

— 

— 

171 

— 

24 

16 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

49 

11 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 





624 

50 

Hebburn  U.D. 

23,480 

9 

8 

76 

1 

— 

— 

378 

— 

38 

Area  No.  3. 

114 

10 

1 

1 

64 

40 

17 

1 

32 

27 

16 

1 

10 

2 

2 

413 

28 

Consett  U.D. 

38,830 

16 

1 

130 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

1 

59 

31 

I 

1 

8 

2 

10 

8H 

67 

Stanley  U.D. 

48,020 

47 

2 

126 

2 

— 

1 

435 

4 

71 

13 

2 

3 

1 

1 

8 

2 

2 

35 

2 

9 

3 

3 

6 







406 

21 

Lanchester  R.D.  ... 

15,100 

12 

2 

63 

1 

— 

245 

— 

Area  No.  4. 

Chester-le-Street  U.D. 

18,380 

7 

2 

17 

18 

13 

11 

_ 



1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

16 

49 

4 

25 

- 

I 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

80 

414 

26 

151 

Chester-Ie-Street  R.D. 

41,110 

85 

79 

87 

1 

— 

— 

108 

— 

60 

30 

— 

3 

Area  No.  5. 

188 

5 

174 

1 

3 

1 

16 

3 

1 

258 

4 

BoldonU.D 

Hetton  U.D. 

Houghton-le-Spring  U.D.... 

17,600 

18,410 

30,950 

19 

7 

24 

2 

12 

21 

27 

29 

— 

- 

1 

- 

4 

28 

9 

- 

1 

1 

5 

1 

7 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

2 

1 

6 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

- 

- 

19 

2 

13 

26 

25 

8 

18 

12 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

86 

278 

98 

16 

42 

33 

Washington  U.D. 

17,730 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

33 

— 

2 

20 

1 

1 

2 

2 



5 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

678 

20 

Sunderland  R.D.  ... 

26,000 

10 

— 

198 

3 

— 

— 

279 

1 

56 

4 

— 

Area  No.  6. 

148 

16 

1 

33 

10 

2 

4 

1 

249 

26 

Crook &Willmgtou U.D.  ... 

27,120 

16 

16 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







2 





2 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

69 

— 

Tow  Law  U.D. 

3,150 

9,100 

29 

8 

3 

9 

57 

56 

_ 

7 

1 

134 

4 

Area  No.  7. 

34 

8 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

12 

4 

1 

1 

3 

_ 

108 

14 

Durham  M.B. 

19,580 

6 

S 

21 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

5 

14 

9 

1 

1 



3 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

332 

12 

Brandon  & Byshottles  U.D 

19,8K 

4 

1 

96 

— 

213 

— 

1 

1 

— 

17 

1 

1 

1 







21 

9 





3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

268 

26 

Durham  R.D. 

34,860 

24 

7 

67 

1 

2 

3 

89 

28 

— 

* 

Area  No.  8. 

18 

17 

4 

3 

1 

2 

37 

1 

1 

24 

13 

6 

3 

5 

_ 



1 





352 

40 

Seaham  U.D. 

25,650 

12 

26) 

5 

3 

5 

1 

14 

— 

10 

1 

29 

1 

24 

12 

3 

48 

33 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

696 

123 

Eaaington  R.D. 

82,520 

42 

1 

208 

2 

8 

226 

68 

2 

8 

Area  No.  9. 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

1 









_ 

11 

1 

Barnard  Castle  U.D. 

4,870 

2 

14 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

168 

7 

Barnard  Castle  R.D. 

19,02( 

i 

92 

25 

1 

Area  No.  10. 

Bishop  Auckland  U.D. 

35,33C 

4:4 

24 

t 21S 

i — 

- 25E 

— 

34 

1 

17 

6 

1 

— 

20 

— 

- 
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- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

11 

4 

6 

5 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

z 

612 

210 

39 

21 

Shildon  U.D 

Spennymoor  U.D. 

14.31( 
. 20,02( 

u 

1 

. 11 
1 

. 15e 
4k 

- 

- 14 

4i 

— 

— 

21 

- le 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

61 

Area  No.  11. 

Hartlenool  M.B.  ... 

16,94 

) 

3 - 

- 12' 

- 

- 39' 

- 

] 

1 

1 

] 



1 

] 

6 

1 

51 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

6 

2 

1 

6 

2 

1 

565 

398 

9 

24 

Billingham  U.D.  ... 
Darlington  R.D.  ... 
Sedgefield  R.D. 

25,07 
. 16,23 

36,09 

3 5 
) 1 
3 4 
} 

1 1 
i 

1 3 

9 - 

i 4 
1 4 
3 4 
- 1 

i - 
1 - 
3 - 

1 - 

3 

- 25' 
1 7 

1 13 

- 2 

3 - 

3 - 

3 2 

— 

S 

1 

1 

— 

1 

14 

I 

- 

10 

10 

1 

7 

1 

- 

- 

1 

4 

- 

4 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

337 

64 

46 

1 

Area  No.  12. 

. 74,76 

9 6 

2 6 

2 6 
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4 - 

- 1 

8 68 

2 1 

1 2( 

) t 

£ 

E 

L 

2 

47 

72 

3 

6 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

58 

16 

1 

- 

3 

3 

9 

1 
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- 

- 

- 

987 

224 

1331 

Administrative  County 
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0 74 

1 32 

5 267 

B 3 
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\VhoopiH.(j  Cough  .—The  number  of  cases  (2,578)  decreased  by  l,26f) 
but  the  deaths  increased  by  1 to  6 when  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  All  the  deaths  were  of  children  under  school  age,  4 being  under 

I year.  The  death-rate  was  0.01  and  the  case  mortality  0.23%. 

Diphtheria.- — -Only  11  cases  were  confirmed  compared  with  15  in 
1953.  No  deaths  were  registered. 

Measles. — The  number  of  cases,  5,585  showed  a decrease  of  2,S11. 
Admissions  to  hospital  numbered  29  and  2 deaths  were  recorded,  a 
decrease  of  6.  The  peak  notification  })ei’iod  was  in  the  fourth  quarter 
when  there  were  2,442  cases.  In  the  first  quarter  only  292  cases  were 
■ notified.  The  case  rate  was  6.1  per  1 ,000  population  and  the  case  mortal- 
. ity  rate  0.03%. 

Pneumonia. — 'Cases  decreased  from  901  in  1953  to  716  in  1954,  but 
. deaths  increased  from  240  to  289.  Notifications  were  heaviest  in  the 
^ first  and  last  quarter. 

Meningococcal  Infections . — During  the  year  there  were  30  cases  and 

II  deaths.  In  1953  the  figures  were  43  cases  and  7 deaths. 

Acute  Polioniyelitis. — An  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  from  43  to  79 
j was  recorded  but  the  number  of  deaths  (3)  was  the  same  as  last  year. 

Acute  Encephalitis. — Two  infective  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital 
> and  6 deaths  occurred. 

\ Dysentery. — -Fewer  cases  (487)  occurred  and  there  was  no  major 
" outbreak. 

\ Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — There  was  one  case  and  no  deaths  com- 
1 pared  with  3 cases  and  no  deaths  in  the  previous  year. 

\ Paratyphoid  Fever. — 'There  were  14  cases  without  any  deaths  com- 
i pared  with  9 cases  (no  deaths)  last  year. 

i Food  Poisoning. — During  the  third  quarter  there  were  minor  out- 
f.  Dreaks  in  two  areas  (Blaydon  Urban  District,  23  cases),  (Lanchester 
ij  Kural  District,  33  cases),  and  one  death  occurred.  In  all  during  the  year 
'S there  were  153  confirmed  cases  throughout  the  county. 

1 Influenza. — 'The  munber  of  deaths  registered  was  25,  equal  to  a 
i leath-rate  of  0.03  per  1,000  population  compared  with  53  and  a death- 
3 'ate  of  0.06  in  1953. 

3 Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  {under  2 years  of  age). — -The  nmnber  of  deaths 
i;.egistered  (27)  and  the  death-rate  (0.03  per  1,000  population)  were  the 
0 ;ame  as  last  year.  The  rate  per  1,000  live  births  registered  was  1.72, 
j iompared  with  1.68  in  1953. 

5?  Reimbursement  of  Notification  Fees. — In  accordance  with  the  National 
ftTealth  Service  Act,  1946,  the  County  Council  reimbursed  £1,346  7s.  Od. 
b o district  councils  for  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  fees  paid  to 
b nodical  practitioners.  In  1953  the  sum  reimbursed  was  £2,049  13s.  Od. 


.lO 

M'amlk  41. 


.Admimsth.ative  C'uLrNTV  t)F  J)URiiAM,  1954. — Notifiable  Diseases. 

( :oiTect(Ml  number  of  oases,  .Aciinissions  to  Hospital  and  Deaths,  ^ 


Disease's 

( 'asc's 

(’ases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

DeattiH 

Scarlet  Kever 

741 

825 

— 

\\dioo]>ing  Dough 

2,578 

82 

6 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 1 

42 

— 

Measles 

5,585 

29 

Pneumonia  ... 

715 

132 

289 

Meningo<*CK‘oal  Infections  ... 

80 

48 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, — 

Paralytic  ... 

60 

62 

Xoii- Paralytic 

19 

18 

J 

Acute  Kncephalitis. — 

Infective  ... 

•) 

Post-Infectious  ... 

- • 

— 

J 

Ophthahnia  Neonatorum  ... 

13 

1 



Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

186 

42 

1 

Smallpox 

— • 

— 

— 

Para-Typhoid  Fevei- 

14 

15 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

1 

7 

Erysipelas 

91 

10 

— 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  • 

8 

— 

•j 

I 

J 

; 


I 


t* 


I 


4 


•4 

: 


Administrative  County  of  Durha^vi. — Corrected  number  of  cases  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  1945-1954. 
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Administrative  County  of  Durham. — Deaths  and  Death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  Infective  Diseases,  1945  to  1954. 
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Estimated  Population 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever. . . 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 
under  2 years 

Total  Deaths 

Deaths  per  1,000 
Population... 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  treatment  and  diagnosis  of  venereal  disease  is  not  now  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  the  figures  in  Table  44  have 
been  compiled  from  returns  received  from  various  authorities. 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made  by  the  Social 
Worker. — 


Patients  who  have  defaulted  from  treatment 
Contact  tracing  visits  ... 

Patients  referred  from  ante-natal  clinics 
Miscellaneous  visits 


404 

.51 

() 


36—497 


At  the  request  of  the  South  Shields  County  Borough  Council  the 
contact  tracing  in  this  Borough  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council 
Social  Worker  and  these  figures  include  19  defaulter  and  24  contact 
visits  made  in  South  Shields  County  Borough. 
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Table  46. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1954. — Deaths  from  cancer  showing  the  organs  affected,  sex  and  age  periods. 


District. 

Deaths 

subjoined 

at 

ages. 

Buccal  Cavity 

and  Pharynx 

Digestive 

Organs  and 

Peritoneum 

Respiratory 

1 System 

Uterus 

Other  Female 

Genital  Organs 

Breast 

Male  Genital 

Organs 

Urinary 

Organs 

Skin  (Scrotum 

excepted) 

Brain  and  other 

parts  of  the 

Nervous  System 

Other  or 

Unspecified 

Organs 

Totals 

0- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75  & 

25 

45 

65 

75 

Up 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Area  No.  1. 

Blaydon  U.D. 

1 

6 

21 

15 

16 

1 

16 

10 

8 

2 

4 

2 

— 

6 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

30 

29 

Ryton  U.D. 

1 

1 

9 

12 

9 

1 

1 

8 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

IS 

14 

Whickliam  U.D 

1 

1 

26 

16 

9 

— 

— 

16 

14 

3 

— 

6 

1 

— 

3 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

27 

26 

Area  No.  2. 

Jarrow  M.B. 

1 

0 

26 

16 

12 

1 

1 

16 

8 

10 

S 

7 

2 

— 

5 

2 

— 

2 

■ — • 

- — 

— 

— 

2 

1 

31 

29 

Felling  U.D 

2 

4 

18 

23 

10 

— 

1 

8 

21 

2 

— 

5 

1 

— 

7 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

20 

37 

Hebbum  U.D. 

2 

1 

19 

13 

10 

2 

1 

7 

9 

11 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

I 

5 

— 

27 

18 

.4rcQ  No.  3. 

Consett  U.D. 

2 

5 

31 

21 

21 

3 

1 

21 

15 

7 

1 

6 

2 

— , 

7 

5 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

46 

34 

Stanley  U.D. 

— 

7 

35 

34 

30 

1 

— 

37 

20 

10 

3 

6 

2 

— 

10 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

61 

45 

Lanchester  R .D . ... 

— 

— 

15 

14 

4 

1 

— 

G 

8 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

I 

1 

15 

18 

.-Irea  No.  4. 

Chester-le-Street  U.D. 

— 

3 

la 

8 

9 

1 

— 

11 

5 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

I 

— , 

— 

1 

20 

13 

Chester-le- Street  R.D. 

1 

4 

48 

23 

18 

3 

2 

19 

23 

16 

— 

1 

3 

— 

10 

1 

1 

— 

1 

~ 

— 

— 

7 

7 

48 

46 

Area  No.  5. 

Boldon  U.D 



1 

12 

13 

12 

— 

— 

SI 

S 

5 

— 

4 

— 

— 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

19 

19 

Hetton  U.D. 

1 

5 

10 

16 

10 

1 

1 

8 

14 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— . 

1 

— . 

1 

— 

— . 

1 

— 

— • 

1 

2 

17 

25 

Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 

— 

3 

22 

18 

19 

3 

1 

19 

11 

.5 

2 

4 

— 

— 

5 

4 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

2 

1 

36 

26 

Washington  U.D.  ... 

2 

a 

17 

11 

6 

— 

1 

9 

9 

4 

3 

1 

3 

— , 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20 

19 

Sxuiderland  R.D.  ... 

2 

3 

19 

13 

16 

1 

2 

9 

14 

5 

- 

4 

~ 

— 

7 

2 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

22 

31 

Area  No.  6. 

Crook  & Willington  U.D... 

1 

1 

K 

20 

16 

— 

— 

14 

21 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

3 

1 

I 

— 

— 

3 

23 

31 

Tow  Law  U.D. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Weardale  R.D. 

— 

— 

8 

17 

6 

1 

9 

5 

6 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

21 

10 

.■irea  No.  7. 

Durham  M.B 



5 

12 

13 

9 

— 

1 

9 

8 

3 

2 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

20 

19 

Brandon  & Byshottles  XT.D. 

1 

1 

19 

12 

9 

2 

— 

17 

9 

3 

— 

1 

2 

3 

2 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

25 

17 

Durham  R.D. 

2 

1 

I4j  3S 

21 

— 

19 

27 

9 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

33 

40 

drea  No.  8. 

Seaham  U.D. 

5 

15 

16 

a 

a 

1 

15 

3 

6 

1 

2 

. — . 

4 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— . 

2 

1 

1 

31 

16 

Easington  R.D 

4 

10 

48 

41 

43 

4 

1 

45 

28 

18 

2 

6 

5 

1 

11 

5 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

** 

8 

82 

64 

-heu  No.  y. 

Barnard  Castle  U.D. 

1 

I 

7 

6 

— 

- 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

7 

7 

Barnard  Castle  R.D. 

1 

13;  11 

6 

— 

1 

9 

10 

2 

3 

1 

. — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

19 

•Irra  No.  JO. 

Bishop  Auckland  U.D. 

1 

Z 30  27 

18 



— 

15 

17 

13 

6 

1 

— 

6 

5 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5 

38 

41 

Shildon  U.D. 

li  4;  10;  lo!  7 

1>  1 

8 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

19 

13 

Speniiymooi'  U.D. 

-- 

2 

25 

8 

14 

‘i  - 

15 

10 

7 

' 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

29 

20 

• Irea  No.  11. 

Hartlepool  SI. B.  ... 

1 

10 

19  7 

2 

— 

9 

8 

6 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

22 

15 

Billingham  U.D.  ... 

2 

6 

28 

10 

6 

16 

7 

7 

— 

4 

— 

— 

8 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

30 

22 

Darlington  R.D.  ... 

1 

8 

6 

4 

1 

— 

6 

3 

4 

— 

2 

— . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

1 

11 

8 

Sedeefield  R.D 

6 

26 

24 

20 

2 

— 

IS 

17 

7 

] 

4 

2 

— 

5 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— • 

1 

1 

6 

4 

41, 

36 

Stockton  R.D. 

' 

6 

2 

5 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10 

4 

• Ireo  No.  12. 

1 

Stockton  M.B. 

- 

52 

25 

3 

2 

37 

30 

23 

12 

8 

— 

— 

11 

3 

6 

‘ 

— 

1 

2 

6 

6 

79 

72 

.A I’M  1 N’lSTRATlVE  COUN’CV  . . 

30!  113 

6911  596 

1 

444 

41 

,9 

489 

406 

228 

48 

103 

40 

1 

163 

78 

56 

22 

9 

8 

13 

17 

77 

66 

992 

882 
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(’AN(^KK. 

Ta])]e  45  gives  eomparati\'e  statistics  in  respect  of  cancer  mortality 
for  this  administrative  county  and  England  and  Wales  for  the  past 
ten  years.  Table  46  gives  the  number  of  cancer  deaths  in  each  sanitary 
district  during  1954  tabulated  to  show  the  organs  affected  together 
with  the  sex  and  age  periods. 


'fABLK 


4."). 


Year 

Durham  County. 

Fnglanu  and  Walp:s. 

_ . 1 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

1945 

1,449 

1.75 

74,291 

1 .95 

1946 

1,421 

1 .65 

75,748 

1.86 

1947 

1,475 

1.69 

77,832 

1.85 

1948 

1,518 

1.71 

79,528 

1.86 

1949 

1 ,606 

1.78 

80,713 

1.85 

1950 

1,615 

1.78 

82,721 

1.89 

1951 

1,687 

1.88 

83,341 

1.90 

1952 

1,693 

1.88 

87,642 

1.99 

1953 

1,737 

1 .92 

87,924 

1.99 

1954 

1,874 

2.06 

*90,099 

*2.04 

* Provisional 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS) 

(PASTEURISED  and  STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 

1949. 

LTitil  November  of  this  year  there  were  eight  plants  processing  milk 
in  the  county,  all  of  which  were  authorised  to  use  the  special  designa- 
tions “ Pasteurised  ” and  “ Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ” while 
one  dairy  holds  an  additional  licence  for  the  sterilising  of  milk.  Two 
dairies,  Houghton  Dairymen’s  Association  Dairy  and  Vicarage  Farm 
Dairy,  ceased  processing  milk  in  November,  for  reasons  of  economy. 
Both  dairies  continue  to  sell  by  retail  as  previously,  the  processing  of 
milk  now  being  carried  out  by  larger  dairies  in  the  county.  Although 
all  these  plants  are  frequently  inspected,  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  maintaining  a reasonable  standard  in  some  due  to  congestion. 


In  1953  the  Sunderland  and  District  Creamery  received  a licence  to 
sterilise  milk  and  as  the  demand  has  now  been  established,  plans  for 
a new  dairy  for  sterilised  milk  only  have  been  considered  and  approved. 
It  is  anticipated  that  building  will  commence  early  in  1955. 


Rebuilding  and  alterations  at  the  North  West  Durham  Cooperative 
Dairies  were  completed,  and  the  plant  reopened  in  August.  The  “ High- 
Temperature-Short-Time  ” method  of  processing  now  replaces  the 
batch  method  and  the  layout  of  the  dairy  is  of  a satisfactory  standard . 


Applications  from  dairy  managers  for  permission  to  bottle  orange 
juice  in  dairies  have  been  refused. 


I 

) 

I 

r><>  i 

ISpecijicatiorb  of  Areas,  Food  atid  Drag.s  {Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial 
Cream  Act,  1950). — At  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  h’ood  consideration 
has  been  given  to  Draft  Orders  specifying  certain  areas  named  therein, 
as  follows. — 

Area  1.  Durham  Municipal  Borough.  | 

'fhe  urban  districts  of  Bishoj)  Auckland,  Brandon  & 1 

Byshottles,  Crook  & Willington,  Shildon  and  ) 
Spennymoor. 

That  part  of  the  rural  district  of  Durham  which  comprises 
the  parish  of  Brancepeth. 


No  objections  were  offered  to  these  proposals  as  they  affected  the 
administrative  area  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  (No.  2)  Oi'der,  1954,  came  into  force  on  1st  October. 


All  proposed  sources  of  new  supplies  to  schools  and  school  camps 
have  been  investigated,  and  where  satisfactory,  added  to  the  approved 
list.  Routine  samples  continue  to  be  taken  of  milk  delivered  to  schools 
and  also  milk  produced  at  hospital  farms. 


At  the  request  of  the  Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee 
routine  samples  are  taken  of  milk  delivered  to  hospitals. 


Details  of  the  results  of  all  examinations  of  samples  of  milk  are 
given  in  Table  47. 


With  a view  to  implementing  the  provisions  of  Section  8 of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  samples  of 
milk  are  being  obtained  and  submitted  for  biological  analysis.  The 
results  of  268  samples  have  been  received,  all  of  which  are  satisfactory. 


The  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  & Measures  reported  that  nine 
samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  either  deficient  in  milk  fat  or  showed 
evidence  of  added  water.  It  was  decided  that  seven  cases  were  suitable 
to  be  taken  before  the  Justices,  and  the  other  two  were  referred  to  the 
Agricultural  Advisory  Service. 


Table  47. 

Administrativp:  Counta  of  Durham,  1954.  ^ Results  of  examination  of  samples  of  raw  and  pasteurised  milk  collected  by  officers  of  the 

County  Health  Department. 
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KOOl)  AND  J>DrG8  ACT. 


During  the  year  l.HoH  Haini)l('s  wei'O  analysed  witli  the  following 


r('sults. — 

No.  ol'samples  found  to  f)e  genuiiK'  ...  ...  ...  1,808 

No.  of  g(!nuine  sani[)les  b(0ow  standard  ...  ...  '2 

No.  of  sam])les  of  doubtful  equality  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  sain})les  of  abiiornial  ({uality  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  sam})les  adulterated  or  below  standard  ...  37 

Xo.  of  sainjdes  taken  as  Reference  Sainpk's  ...  ...  1 

Xo.  of  sainphjs  taken  as  A])peal  Sani])les  ...  ...  10 

I’t'reentage  of  }nilk  sainjik's  found  to  be  not  genuint;  or 

below  standard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.03% 


\y.\TFA<  SUER’LTES. 

Dui'ing  the  yiuir  water  sup]:)lies  throughout  the  county  were  generally 
satisfactory,  (’’opies  of  results  of  analyses  of  samples  taken  by  local 
authorities  are  received  by  me  and  where  necessary  further  investiga- 
tions are  cari'ied  out.  Of  942  samples  taken  124  were  classified  as 
unsatisfactory.  These  unsatisfactory  samples  were  generally  from 
individual  sup])lies  to  isolated  farms  or  dwellings.  Routine  samples 
of  sujiplies  to  schools,  kitclums,  dairies  and  similar  establishments 
continue  to  b(  taken. 

ddie  Sundeiiand  & South  Shields  Water  Com])any  brought  into  use 
the  new  Burnhope  filtration  ])lant  at  Wearhead,  which  will  treat  up 
to  seven  million  gallons  of  water  per  day.  This  treated  water  is  mixed, 
where  practicable,  with  the  hard  water  obtained  from  well  supplies 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Com])any’s  area,  a practice  appreciated  by 
the  consumei's. 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  has  l)een  actively  engaged  on  the 
construction  of  seven  reinforced  concrete  service  reservoirs  to  improve 
supplies  in  various  areas,  and  secondary  chlorination  has  been  installed 
at  six  large  open  service  reservmirs. 

A report  of  a case  of  poliomyelitis  at  Startforth  school  having  been 
received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer,  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
together  wdth  an  adverse  result  of  a sample  of  water  taken  from  this 
school,  an  investigation  of  the  supply  was  made.  Although  Startforth 
school  is  in  the  North  Riding,  the  w'ater  supply  (from  springs  and  a bore 
hole  in  the  Keld  Moor  area  of  the  North  Riding),  is  owned  by  the 
Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  Council,  and  supplies  isolated  properties 
as  well  as  Barnard  Castle.  Samples  w'ere  obtained  from  the  springs  and 
the  bore  hole,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  spring  sample  which  showed 
a small  number  of  B.  Coli.  to  be  present,  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

During  the  surmner  the  results  of  samples  taken  in  the  Middleton-in- 
Teesdale,  Woodland,  Streatlam  and  Stainton  areas  showed  the  supplies 
to  be  unsatisfactory  but  a subsequent  improvement  made  special 
precautions  unnecessary. 

Results  of  samples  taken  in  the  Aycliffe,  Walworth  and  Heighington 
areas  showed  the  supply  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  simultaneous  samples  to  be  taken  outside  the  rural  district 
on  the  line  of  supply.  These  all  proved  satisfactory  with  one  exception 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  matter  was  still  being  investigated. 


Complaints  having  been  received  regarding  the  water  supply  to  a 
part  of  Penshaw  remedial  works  were  carried  out  by  the  district  council. 
Samples  taken  from  schools  in  that  area  proved  satisfactory. 


Egglestone. — The  scheme  to  provide  a supply  of  water  to  Egglestone, 
which  was  considered  last  year,  was  the  subject  of  investigation  by 
M.  W.  Summers,  Esq.,  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Gov^ernment,  on  14th  December.  Amended  plans  for  a 
permanent  scheme  are  to  be  prepared  and  submitted  for  consideration. 


Urlay  Nook. — -Consideration  has  been  given  to  an  application  from 
the  Stockton  Rural  District  Council  for  a grant  under  the  Rural  Watei' 
Supplies  & Sewerage  Act,  1944,  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  some 
670  yards  of  4."  main,  estimated  to  cost  £1,614.  This  scheme  would 
provide  a satisfactory  supply  to  five  existing  houses,  the  mains  supply 
to  which  is  inadequate,  and  would  also  supply  five  agricultural  properties 
at  present  only  having  well  or  spring  supplies.  The  scheme  is  cojisidered 
necessary. 

DRAINAGE.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Routine  inspections  of  existing  disposal  works  and  those  under 
construction  continue  to  be  made.  A number  of  schemes  to  replace 
overloaded  and  defective  works,  and  to  enable  the  continued  develop- 
ment of  housing  estates,  have  been  submitted  by  local  authorities 
for  consideration.  Investigations  have  been  carried  out  in  each  case  and 
appropriate  recommendations  have  been  made. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  Pumpiyig  Station,  Washington  Urban 
District. — Consideration  was  given  to  a further  proposed  site  and  the 
necessary  observations  made. 


Brandon  and  Deerness  Main  Drainage. — This  scheme,  previously 
considered  by  the  County  Council,  was  the  subject  of  a public  inquiry 
by  F.  H.  Seabrooke,  Esq.,  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government,  at  Langley  Moor,  on  the  2nd  February,  when  an 
application  by  the  district  council  for  consent  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
£214,407  for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  was  considered. 
Objections  were  raised  by  representatives  of  Lanchester  Rural  District 
Council,  the  Duke  of  Westminster’s  Estate  Agent,  and  National  Coal 
Board  officials,  as  they  had  not  been  fully  informed  of  the  proposals. 
The  Inspector  decided  that  the  proposals  should  bo  made  available 
to  the  objectors  and  a further  meeting  arranged.  Alternative  schemes 
were  then  submitted  by  the  Consultants  for  consideration.  On  the 
following  day  the  Inspector  made  a tour  of  inspection  of  the  area  and 
his  findings  are  awaited. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works — Chester -I  e- Street  Urban  District. — The 
proposed  extension  is  now  considered  necessary  and  should  prove 
satisfactory. 


Ingleton  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disp)osal  Scheme,  Barnard  Castle. — 
This  scheme  is  to  provide  new  disposal  works  giving  full  treatment 
to  all  drainage  from  the  village.  The  existing  method  of  disposal  is 
through  two  or  more  tanks,  the  effluent  discharging  on  to  land,  and 
is  unsatisfactory.  The  estimated  cost  is  £9,400  and  the  scheme  is 
considered  necessary. 
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Wearddle  Rural  District. — An  ap|)lication  was  I'eceived  from  the 
district  council  for  a grant  under  the  liural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Act,  1044,  or  Section  307  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  lOSO,  towards  the 
cost  of  the  following  schemes,  the  estimatcid  total  cost  being  £23,180. — 


Edinundbyers 

Kookho])e 

Hunstanworth 

Thornley 


4'hose  schemes  were  investigated  and  considered  necessary. 

Ai/cliffe  Seweraye  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme.— An  inspection  of 
part  of  this  scheme  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  V.  D.  Joll,  Engineering 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  on  6th 
May.  Due  mainly  to  the  tyj^e  of  labour  available  the  contract  has  not 
been  completed  as  anticipated.  Some  of  the  contractor’s  work  was 
not  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district  council  and  certain 
e{pii])ment  and  fittings  recpiire  further  attention  before  the  scheme 
can  be  put  into  oj)eration. 

Hummerbeck  Drainage — Parish  of  Etherleg. — An  ap])lication  for  a 
grant  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts,  1944-51, 
towards  the  cost  of  a proposed  sewerage  scheme,  was  received  from  the 
district  council.  The  scheme  provides  for  6 in.  gravity  sewers,  a 4 in. 
rising  main  with  pump  house,  the  .sewage  being  discharged  into  the 
head  of  a gravity  sewer  in  the  Bi.shop  Auckland  Urban  District  and  is 
estimated  to  cost  £3,923.  The  existing  drainage  is  inadequate  and  the 
pro})osed  scheme  is  considered  satisfactory  though  not  falling  within 
the  scope  of  Section  1 (1)  of  the  Act  with  regard  to  the  grant. 

Staindrop  Sewerage  and-  Sewage  J)isposal  TTorA-s. — Notification  of 
inspection  of  these  works  on  14th  July  was  received.  As  this  scheme 
was  completed  in  October  1951,  some  explanation  of  an  inspection  at 
such  a late  date  was  anticipated.  The  Minister’s  Inspector  stated  that 
the  meeting  was  ]3rimarily  required  to  inquire  into  the  excess  cost  of 
the  scheme  for  which  an  additional  grant  had  been  requested  by  the 
rural  district  council.  The  scheme  (started  in  January,  1949,  estimated 
completion  April,  1950,  actual  completion  October,  1951),  was  estimated 
to  cost  £34,500,  the  actual  cost  being  £45,207.  Careful  consideration 
was  given  to  working  conditions  at  that  time  and  the  reasons  for  certain 
increases  as  submitted  by  the  consulting  engineers.  After  considering 
all  the  circumstances  the  Minister  decided  not  to  vary  his  original 
decision. 

Etherley.  Proposed  new  sewer. — An  application  for  a contribution 
under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  & Sewerage  Acts,  1944  and  1951, 
and  Section  307  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  has  been  submitted  by 
the  district  council  for  the  laying  of  some  1,600  lineal  yards  of  sewer, 
costing  £7,060,  to  connect  an  existing  sewer  in  Etherley,  to  the  head 
of  a sewer  in  the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District  in  Etherley  Lane. 
At  present  the  whole  of  the  sewage  from  High  Etherley  is,  by  agreement, 
treated  at  the  Witton  Park  works  of  the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban 
District  Council.  These  works  have  been  overloaded  for  some  time  and 
the  urban  district  council  have  now  had  to  refuse  permission  for  any 
further  connections  to  the  system.  The  scheme  is  suitable  and  necessary 
but  does  not  qualify  for  grant  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  & 
Sewerage  Acts,  1944  and  1951. 
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Copeland  Row.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. — An  applica- 
tion for  a contribution  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Acts,  1944  and  1951,  has  been  submitted  by  the  district  council  in 
respect  of  the  laying  of  a 6"  gravity  sewer  in  Copeland  Row,  the 
sewage  then  being  pumped  to  the  gravity  sewer  in  Evenwood  Village 
— estimated  cost  £5,200.  Some  35  houses,  comprising  25  houses  in 
Copeland  Row  and  10  in  Manor  Street,  will  benefit  by  this  proposal, 
but  having  regard  to  the  age  and  class  of  this  property  it  is  considered 
that  the  high  cost  of  the  scheme  could  be  justified  only  if  the  local 
. authority  is  assured  of  obtaining  ownership  of  the  houses,  with  the 
consequent  carrying  out  of  a scheme  of  improvement.  This  scheme 
does  not  qualify  for  grant  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and 
Sewerage  Acts,  1944  and  1951.  * 

Middleton-in-Teesdale.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. — -An 
inspection  of  this  scheme  was  carried  out  by  E.  L.  Everatt,  Esq., 
O.B.E.,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
‘ ■ and  Local  Government,  on  24th  November.  The  scheme,  which  com- 
menced on  12th  October,  1953,  was  expected  to  be  finished  in  January, 
1955,  but  due  to  adverse  site  conditions,  the  anticipated  final  date  was 
31st  March,  1955.  The  work,  and  the  proposed  expenditure,  were 
considered  satisfactory. 

Darlifigton  Rural  District. — -An  application  was  received  from  the 
district  council  for  a grant  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Acts,  1944  and  1951,  towards  the  cost  of  the  following  schemes,  the 
, estimated  total  being  £77,512.- — • 

Bishopton  ...  ...  ...  ...  £10,388 

Great  Burdon  ...  ...  ...  ...  £4,124 

Middleton-St. -George  ...  ...  ...  - £63,000 

These  schemes  were  investigated  and  considered  necessary. 


RURAL  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE  ACT,  1944. 

In  connection  with  Section  2 (2)  of  the  above  Act,  the  following 
schemes  were  approved  by  the  County  Council  during  the  year. — • 


Estimated 

Cost. 

£ s.  d. 

(а)  Darlington  Rural  District  Sewage  Disposal 

Scheme — Aycliffe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,750  0 0 

(б)  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  Water  Supply— 

Etherley  (Bildershaw)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,650  0 0 

(c)  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  Sewage  Disposal 

Scheme — -Middleton  in  Teesdale  ...  ...36,000  0 0 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION, 

• r 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  type  of  convenience  in 
each  sanitary  district  of  the  eounty  at  the  end  of  1964.  In  addition 
information  is  given  in  the  table  as  to  the  conversions  of  ashpit  privies 
and  ash-closets  into  water-closets  during  the  year. 

Tabt^e  48. 


! 

Districts 

Total  ni 

umber  in 

District 

...  . 

Ashpit  Privies 
converted  into 
Water- 
Closets 

Ash 

Closets 

con- 

verted 

into 

Water- 

Closets 

Water- 

Closets 

Ash- 

Closets 

Ashpit 

Privies 

Area  No.  1. 

BlaydonU.D. 

11,130 

273 

36 

4 

11 

KytontT.D. 

4,646 

103 

19 

1 

Whickhara  XJ.D.  ... 

7,351 

4 

92 

2 

— 

Area  No.  2. 

JarrowM.B. 

10,538 

— 

— 

— • 

3 

Felling  U.D. 

8,186 

26 

— • 

— 

— 

Heblmrn  U.D. 

7,169 

-r— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

> 

• 

A rea  No.  d. 

. . . ^ 

i 

/ . 

Consett  U.D. 

12,766 

139 

• 40 

- 

1 

- J 

Stanley  U.D. 

14,029 

709 

-i  ! = 81 

Lanchester  R.D.  ...  ... 

4,306 

179 

169 

1 

Area  No.  4. 

Chester-le-Street  U.D. 

6,199 

183 

' ■ 

•24 

Chester-le-Street  R.D. 

11,643 

692 

— 

65 

— • 

.4reo  No.  5. 

BoldonUvD. 

6,354 

60 

. ^ 1 i 

5 

HettonU.D.  ...  ’*  ... 

5,808 

164 

' 17 

28 

Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 

9,728 

20 

2 

— 

— ■ 

Washington  U.D.  ...  • 

6,360 

2 

7 

> — -i 

f _ 

Sunderland  R.D.  ... 

7,648 

— 

131 

— ■■  ' 

’•..u'  ' — 

Area  No.  6“. 

Crook  & Willington  U.D. 

5,900 

3,483 

71 

127  1 

Tow  Law  U.D. 

352 

552 



— 

14  i 

WcardaleR.D. 

1,835 

- 71'^  1 

240 

, • • • > 

■ i 

10 

A rea  No  . 7 ' * 

T > ■ 

Durham  M . B . 

6,656 

, 16 

15  r,, 

t » ■ 

1 

Brandon  & Byshottles  U.D. 

4,966 

1,625 

[ ^ r ..e  , . 

. . 2-8 

73 

Dui’ham  R.D. 

10,074 

648 

60 

— 

34 

■ H 

Area  No.  8. 

.... 

Seaham  U.D. 

8,547 

53 

6 

2 

— - 

Easington  R.D. 

25,067 

111 

72 

— 

— 

Area  No.  9. 

Barnard  Castle  U.D. 

1,982 

11 

1 

1 1 

■ — ■ 

Barnard  Castle  R.D. 

3,683 

2,411 

- 26 

139 

Area  No.  10. 

, 

Bishop  Auckland  L^.D. 

9,543 

2,989 

182 

6 

421 

ShildonU.D 

4,197 



410 

4 



Spennymoor  U.D. 

4,822 

1,516 

47 

— ■ 

802 

Area  No.  11. 

Hartlepool  M.B.  ... 

* 

17 

3 

— 

— 

Billingham  U.D.  ... 

7A50 

4 

33 

— ■ 

— - 

V 

■V  ^ 

Darlington  R.D.  ... 

4,148 

843 

4 

23 

Sedge  field  R.D. 

11,875 

352 

30 

10 

11 

^ -Y- 

Stockton  R.D 

3,512 

140 

— 

Oo 

ZiO 

3 

Area  No.  12. 

Stockton  M.B. 

28,005 

— 

- — ■ 

— - 

— • 

* inforniation  not  available. 


/ 
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HOUSING. 

Table  No.  49. 

Statement  as  to  the  position  of  Housing  in  the  Administrative 
County  of  Durham  on  the  31st  December,  1954.  (Figures  supplied 
by  District  Councils). 


Houses  Erected  By 

1 1 

Total  No. 
of 

Inhabited 
Houses  in 
District 

Districts. 

Local 

Authority 

1 

Any 

Other 

Housing 

Authority 

Private 

Persons 

Area  No.  1. 

BlaydonU.D. 

63 

4 

24 

9,467 

RytonU.D.  ... 

103 

— 

17 

4,414 

Whickham  U.D . 

99 

— 

142 

7,083 

Area  No.  2. 

JarrowM.B. 

251 

— 

12 

9,432 

Felling  U.D. 

370 

— 

24 

7,755 

HebburnU.D. 

237 

— . 

10 

7,385 

Area  No.  3. 

ConsettU.D. 

170 



35 

11,457 

Stanley  U.D. 

230 

— 

9 

14,460 

Lanchester  R .D . 

145 

— • 

14 

4,378 

Area  No.  4. 

Chester -le- St.  U.D. 

110 



10 

5,578 

Chester-le-St.  R.D. 

276 

— 

17 

12,102 

Area  No.  5. 

BoldonU.D. 

104 



77 

5,952 

HettonU.D. 

99 



3 

6,041 

Houghton-le-Sp.U.D. 

180 

1 

8 

9,718 

Washington  U.D.  ... 

156 



14 

5,360 

Sunderland  R.D. 

280 

19 

8,033 

Area  No.  6. 

Crook  & Willington 

U.D 

111 

— 

6 

9,104 

Tow  Law  U.D. 

— 

— 

— 

1,006 

W ear  dale  R.D. 

30 

5 

3,088 

Area  No.  7. 

Durham  M.B. 

93 

— 

29 

5,829 

Brandon  & 

Byshottles  U.D. 

148 

— • 

6 

6,290 

Durham  R.D. 

265 

92 

15 

10,486 

Area  No.  8. 

SeahamU.D. 

172 

— 

53 

7,580 

Easington  R.D. 

152 

381 

23 

24,580 

Area  No.  9. 

Barnard  Castle  LT.D. 

4. 

9 

56 

Barnard  Castle  R.D. 

148 

3 

12 

5,985 

Area  No.  IQ. 

Bp.  Auckland  L^.D. 

122 

8 

11 

10,981 

ShildonU.D. 

86 



11 

4,652 

Spennymoor U.D.  ... 

60 

— • 

5 

6,030 

Area  No.  11. 

Hartlepool  M.B. 

144 

4,903 

Billingham  U.D . 

545 

— • 

23 

7,648 

Darlington  R.D. 

19 

566 

28 

4,935 

Sedgefield  R.D. 

386 

— ■ 

9 

10,447 

Stockton  R.D. 

52 

• — 

32 

3,652 

Area  No.  12. 

Stockton  M.B. 

710 

150 

21,901 

Total 

6,116 

1,102 

862 

277,768 

r.d 
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Table  A. 

Administrative  County  of  Durham,  1954. — Deaths  by  causes  at  various  age  periods. 


AU 

Ages 

Under  i 

1 

week 

Under 

mth 

1—3 

mths 

3—6 

mths 

6—9 

mths 

9—12 

mths 

Under 

1 

Year 

1—2 

yrs 

2—5 

yrs 

5—15 

yrs 

15—25 

yrs 

26—45 

yrs 

45—66 

yrs 

65—75 

yrs 

75  & 
Upw. 

Smallpox 































Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MTiooping  Cough  ... 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

I 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Enteritis 

33 

1 

3 

8 

7 

6 

— 

26 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 



Cerebro-Spiiial  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

Influenza  ... 

25 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

! 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

13 

6 

— 

Cancer 

1.874 

1 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

11 

12 

113 

691 

596 

444 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

13 

1 

2 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

.-Appendicitis 

18 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— 

5 

4 

3 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

48 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

7 

13 

13 

— 

Phthisis 

176 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

69 

72 

24 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

10 

1 

7 

— 

2 

Bronchitis  ... 

76 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

31 

36 

— 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

218 

1 

5 

9 

22 

10 

2 

49 

2 

2 

4 

4 

7 

67 

93 

— 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

23 

22 

— 

Pneumonia  (All  other  forms) 

21 

2 

— 

1 

4 

1 

2 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

8 

— 

Pleurisy 

3 

2 

1 

2 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ... 

180 

3 

15 

106 

51 

1 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

27 

1 

3 

14 

9 

— 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

162 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

10 

27 

56 

55 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 
the  Puerperal  State 

13 

1 

12 







Congenital  Malformation 

87 

37 

17 

14 

5 

7 

1 

81 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth  ... 

184 

166 

13 

5 

— . 

— . 

— 

184 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Debility 

19 

11 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

19 

Marasmus,  Atrophy 

Injury'  at  Birth 

27 

24 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelectasis  ... 

33 

32 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

11 

__ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

g 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

— 

Syphilis 

11 

1 

6 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

942 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

1 

3 

— 

2 

5 

7 

74 

376 

475 

— 

Violent  or  Accidental  Death  excluding  Suicide  . . . 

286 

6 

1 

3 

4 

1 

— 

15 

2 

9 

16 

36 

67 

65 

43 

33 

Suffocation  Overlaying  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Burns  and  Scalds  ... 

5 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide 

7f 

1 

24 

40 

8 

6 

Arterio-Sclerosis  ... 

1,807 

38 

654 

1115 

— 

Senility 

3,266 

— 

1 

14 

3250 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

236 

1 

1 

3 

19 

99 

U3 

— 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

496 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

4 

4 

4 

13 

65 

221 

172 

10 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Total 

10,457 

281 

53 

48 

67 

33 

12 

484 

22 

43 

54 

107 

562 

2561 

2869 

3765 
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PoPUiATioN,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  etc.,  within  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham — 1954. 


Districts 

Medlcsl  Officer  of  Health 

Area 

in 

Registrar 

General's 

estimated 

Live 

Still 

Deaths 

Birth- 

Death- 

Death-rat 
from  seven 
Principal 

Infant 

Mortality 

rate 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Total 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Luug 

Deaths 

occurring 

Deaths 

occurring 

within 

District 

exciuded 

Acres 

Resident 

Vopulatlou 

1954 

Births 

Births 

rate 

rate 

Infective 

Diseases 

per  1,000 
Births 

rate 

Death- 

rate 

Death- 

rate 

District 

inciuded 

Area  No.  1. 

Blaydon  XJ.D . 

H.  Russell,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hv.,  D.P.H.  . . . 

9,235 

30,360 

500 

11 

344 

1(..5 

11.3 



26 

0.20 

0.20 

0.43 

119 

10 

Ryt-on  XJ.D.  

H.  E.  Dunstan,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P 

5,145 

13,710 

202 

4 

164 

14.7 

12.0 



30 

0.58 

0.58 

0.36 

14 

58 

XMiickhamtJ.D.  ... 

T.  L.  Kelly,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Acting) 

6,074 

22,870 

331 

4 

262 

14.6 

11.6 

0.04 

33 

0.04 

0.09 

0.13 

84 

20,454 

66,940 

1,033 

19 

770 

15.4 

11.5 

0.01 

27 

0.22 

0.24 

0.31 

241 

82 

Area  No.  2 ' 

JarrowM.B. 

T.  A.  W.  Reid,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

1,697 

29,100 

640 

16 

327 

22.0 

11.2 

0.07 

28 

0.38 

0.41 

0.48 

1 1 7 

6 

Felling  U.D. 

Do.  ...  ...  . . 

3,2.59 

25,840 

418 

15 

284 

16.2 

Il.O 



22 

0.19 

0.19 

0.12 

HebburntJ.D. 

Do 

1,554 

23,480 

466 

16 

241 

19.9 

10.3 

0.09 

39 

0.21 

0.21 

0.55 

94 

10 

6,510 

78,420 

1,524 

47 

852 

19.4 

10.9 

0.05 

30 

0.27 

0.28 

0.38 

300 

20 

Area  No.  3. 

Consett  U.D. 

S.  Ludkin,  M.B. , B.S. , D.P.H. 

10,042 

38,830 

587 

15 

478 

15.1 

12.3 

0.05 

32 

0.28 

0.31 

0.39 

61 

Stanley  U.D. 

Do. 

12,659 

48,020 

728 

16 

544 

15.2 

il.3 

0.04 

26 

0.10 

0.10 

0.44 

205 

Lanchester  R.D.  ... 

Do.  

44,243 

15,100 

220 

7 

185 

14.6 

12.3 

0.07 

36 

0.07 

0.07 

0.46 

57 

146 

60,944 

101,950 

1,.535 

38 

1,207 

15.1 

11.9 

0.05 

30 

0.17 

0.18 

0.42 

323 

421 

Area  No.  4. 

Chester-le-Street  U.D. 

T.  L.  Siddle,  M.B. , B.S. , D.P.H.  .. 

2,656 

18,380 

310 

9 

210 

16.9 

11. 4 

O.ll 

35 

0.11 

0.16 

0.54 

33 

235 

6 

Cbester-le-  Street  R.D. 

Do 

22,223 

41,110 

658 

13 

459 

16.0 

11.2 

0.05 

35 

0.17 

0.17 

0.29 

216 

24,879 

59,490 

968 

22 

669 

16.3 

11.2 

0.07 

35 

0.15 

0.17 

0.37 

249 

241 

AreoA'o.  5. 

BoIdonU.D. 

HettonU.D. 

R.  C.  F.  Smith,  M.D.,  D.P.H 

Lilian  A.  M.  Jolmston,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

7,640 

17,600 

331 

4 

200 

18.8 

11.4 

— 

30 

0.28 

0.28 

0.23 

71 

5 

Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 

D.P.H.  

4,551 

18,410 

310 

7 

228 

16.9 

12.4 

0.11 

46 

0.11 

0.16 

0.22 

Do 

5,026 

30,950 

544 

14 

365 

17.6 

11.8 

0.03 

33 

0.23 

0.23 

0.29 

1.36 

Washington  U.D.  ... 

Do. 

5,758 

17,730 

312 

9 

203 

17.6 

11.6 

16 

0.06 

0.11 

0.73 

77 

1 

146 

Sunderland  R.D.  ... 

R.  C.  F.  Smith,  M.D.,  D.P.H 

6,734 

26,000 

512 

12 

377 

19.7 

14.5 

0.04 

43 

0.38 

0.42 

0.81 

98 

29,709 

110,690 

2,009 

46 

1.373 

18.2 

12.4 

0.04 

34 

0.23 

0.25 

0.46 

447 

163 

Area  No.  6. 

Crook  & Willington  U.D.  ... 

G-.  A.  Macgregor,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  ... 

15,476 

27,120 

380 

11 

359 

14.0 

13.2 

0.04 

42 

0.04 

0.04 

0.37 

90 

11 

Tow  Law  U.D. 

Do 

477 

3,150 

48 

3 

36 

15.2 

11.4 

21 

9 

WeardaleR.D. 

Do 

99,513 

9,100 

109 

1 

149 

12.0 

16.4 

— 

18 

0.11 

O.li 

0.66 

45 

12 

11.5,466 

39,370 

537 

15 

544 

13.6 

13.8 

0.03 

35 

0.05 

0.05 

0.41 

144 

23 

Area  No.  7. 

Durham  M.B. 

R.  G.  Drummond,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  . . . 

4,048 

19,5  >0 

287 

5 

232 

14.7 

11.9 

0.15 

45 

0.15 

0.15 

0.20 

24 

.31  1 

Brandon  & Byshottles  U.D. 

Do 

8,224 

19,810 

337 

6 

224 

17.0 

11.3 

0.10 

33 

0.15 

0.15 

0.56 

64 

4 

Durham  R.D. 

Do. 

34,598 

34,860 

602 

15 

394 

17.3 

11.3 

30 

0.20 

0.20 

0.43 

146 

13 

46,870 

74,250 

1,226 

26 

850 

16.5 

H.5 

0.07 

34 

0.18 

0.18 

0.40 

234 

328 

AreaNo.  8. 

SeahamU.D. 

J.  W.  A.  Rodgers,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.  . . 

2,469 

25,650 

483 

8 

250 

18.8 

9.7 

21 

0.27 

0.31 

0.23 

no 

5 

Easington  R.D. 

Do 

34,653 

82,520 

1,481 

43 

828 

18.0 

10. 0 

0.02 

26 

0.16 

0.16 

0.33 

301 

79 

37,122 

108,170 

1,964 

51 

1,078 

18.2 

10.0 

0.02 

24 

0.18 

0.19 

0.31 

411 

84 

Area  No.  9. 

Barnard  Castle  U.D. 

J.  G.  Paley,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

559 

4,870 

74 

4 

107 

15.2 

22.0 

14 

0.21 

0.21 

11 

Barnard  Castle  R.D. 

Do. 

110,118 

19,020 

280 

9 

227 

14.7 

11.9 

— 

25 

0.11 

0.16 

0.26 

61 

7 

li0,67 

23,890 

354 

13 

334 

14.8 

14.0 

— 

23 

0.13 

0.17 

0.21 

72 

15 

AreaNo.  10. 

Bishop  Auckland  U.D. 

H.  G.  Donald,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

9,332 

35,330 

655 

21 

4U 

18.5 

11.6 

0.14 

35 

0.28 

0.31 

0.54 

24 

273 

Shildon  U.D. 

P.  V.  Anderson,  M.B. , B.S. 

4,827 

14,310 

237 

6 

175 

16.6 

12.2 

30 

23 

0.28 

0.28 

0.49 

55 

ft 

Spennymoor  U.D.  . . . 

Vacant 

7,543 

20,020 

348 

9 

214 

17.4 

10.7 

0.05 

0.15 

0.15 

0.15 

93 

6 

21,702 

69,660 

1,240 

36 

800 

17.8 

11.5 

0.09 

31 

0.24 

0.26 

0.42 

172 

284 

AreaNo.  11. 

Hartlepool  M.B.  ... 

Vacant 

1,472 

16,940 

321 

11 

219 

18.9 

12.9 

0.06 

40 

0.30 

0.30 

0.69 

87 

66 

Billingham  U.D.  ... 

L.  R.  Benham,  M.B. , B.S. , D.P.H. 

7,855 

25,070 

507 

21 

210 

20.2 

8.4 

0.04 

47 

0.04 

0.12 

0.32 

73 

20 

Darlington  R.D.  ... 

W.  M.  Rodgers,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

Sedgefield  R.D. 

D.P.H.  

45,479 

16,230 

386 

7 

139 

23.8 

8.6 



26 

0.18 

0.  18 

0.26 

46 

7 

Do. 

39,057 

36,090 

512 

15 

499 

14.2 

13.8 



25 

0.28 

0.28 

0.86 

67 

178 

Stockton  R.D. 

G.  S.  Mather,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

40,614 

8,770 

143 

2 

90 

16.3 

10.3 

— 

21 

0.23 

0.23 

- 0.11 

24 

7 

134,477 

103,100 

1,869 

56 

1,157 

18.1 

11.2 

0.02 

34 

0.20 

0.22 

0.52 

297 

278 

Area  No.  12. 

Stockton  M.B. 

H.  J.  Peters,  M.B,,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H., 

D.P.A.  

5,465 

74,760 

1.473 

37 

823 

19.7 

11.0 

0.01 

30 

U.17 

0.21 

0.45 

161 

115 

Administrative  County 

620,275 

910,690 

15.732 

406 

10,457 

17.3 

11.5 

0.04 

31 

0.19 

0.21 

0.40 

■ 
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Table  C. 

DEATHS  AT  CERTAIN  AGES  AND  FROM  CERTAIN  SPECIFIED  CAUSES  WITHIN  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  DURHAM— 1954. 


DISTRICTS 


Giro  No.  1. 
Blaydon  U.D. 
Ryton  U.D. 
Whiekhain  U.D. 


DEATHS  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES 
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Area  No.  2. 
JarroTv  M.B. 
Felling  U.D. 
Hebburn  U.D. 


.4rea  No.  3. 

Consett  U.D. 
Stanley  U.D. 
Lanche.ster  R.D. 


344 

164 

262 


770  13 


327 

284 

241 


852  26 


478 

544 

185 


DEATHS  FROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES. 
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Area  A'o.  4. 
Chester-le-Street  U.D. 
Chester-le-Street  R.D. 


210 

459 


.4rca  No.  6. 

Boldon  U.D. 

Hetton  U.D. 

Houghton-le-SpiIng  U.D. 
Washington  U.D.  ... 
Sunderland  R.D.  ... 


200 

228 

365 

203 

377 


.4rca  No.  6. 

Crook  & Willington  U.D... 
Tow  Law  U.D. 

Weardak*  R.D. 


1373  44 
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36 
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.4reo  No.  7. 

Durham  M.B. 

Brandon  & Byshottles  U.D 
Durham  R.D. 


Areo  No.  8. 
Seaham  U.D. 
Easington  R.D. 
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Area  No.  0. 

Barnard  Castle  U.D. 
Barnard  Castle  R.D. 


Area  No.  10. 

Bishop  Auckland  U.D. 
Shildon  U.D. 
Spennymoor  U.D. 


Area  No.  11. 

Hartlepool  M.B. 
Billingham  U.D. 
Darlington  K.D. 
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Tabi.k  1), 


The  Followixg  Table  Shows  the  Classification  of  Deaths  as  Supplied  by  the  REGISTRAR  GENERAL. 


(Throughout  this  report  figures  relating  to  deaths  are  based  on  local  tabulations  extracted  from  the  monthly  returns  submitted  by  district  registrars). 


Causes  op  Death 

Total 

M 

F 

♦Urban 

Districts 

Rub 

Distr 

.-\ge  Periods 

AL 

ICTS 

Male 

Femal 

E 

M j 

F 

M 1 

F 

0—  1 

1— 

®-  1 

16-  j 

25--  ! 

1 

45 — 

65— 

75— 

0— 

1— 

5~ 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65— 

75— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

159 

109 

50 

76  i 

28 

33 

22 

— 

— 

_ ; 

2 

36 

64 

15 

2 

— 

2 

— 

6 

29 

9 

5 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

14 

8 

6 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

27 

15 

12 

10 

6 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

6 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

5 

3 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

3 

6 

Meningococcal  infections ... 

11 

5 

6 

4 

4 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

5 

4 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

* 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

2 

2 

— 

2 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

26 

10 

16 

5 

13 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

2 

1 

4 

— 

3 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

380 

213 

167 

152 

109 

61 

58 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

85 

75 

42 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

260 

217 

43 

145 

36 

72 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— , 

10 

137 

68 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

152 

1 

151 

— 

104 

1 

47 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

98 

— 

98 

— 

78 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

850 

480 

370 

344 

234 

136 

136 

— 

2 

2 

3 

26 

135 

177 

136 

— 

1 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

48 

26 

22 

16 

17 

11 

5 

2 

4 

1 

4 

4 

— 

2 

16 

72 

19 

53 

10 

35 

9 

18 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

7 

9 

— 

1 

— 

4 

2 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1622 

791 

831 

549 

588 

242 

243 

— 

— 

— 

3 

11 

142 

269 

366 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1^ 

142 

2t>y 

413 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

1397 

882 

515 

567 

351 

315 

164 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

348 

296 

208 

— 

— 

— 

— 

119 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

283 

140 

143 

83 

95 

57 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

25 

48 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

50 

20 

1541 

735 

806 

509 

546 

226 

260 

— 

— 

3 

6 

22 

116 

184 

404 

— 

— 

— 

1 

ifz 

93 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

457 

238 

219 

166 

148 

72 

71 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

31 

49 

162 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

25 

53 

129 

22 

62 

33 

29 

29 

21 

4 

8 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

11 

4 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

5 

23 

397 

239 

158 

159 

91 

80 

67 

44 

3 

2 

3 

8 

48 

60 

71 

26 

1 

3 

23 

35 

66 

24 

503 

346 

157 

247 

118 

99 

39 

5 

2 

— 

— 

8 

125 

104 

102 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

46 

82 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respirator^'  system 

133 

100 

33 

74 

28 

26 

5 

— 

3 

2 

2 

6 

54 

23 

10 

— 

1 

— 

4 

11 

5 

10 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

86 

67 

19 

48 

14 

19 

o 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

28 

17 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

55 

24 

31 

18 

22 

6 

9 

14 

2 

— 

1 

I 

4 

1 

1 

14 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

132 

71 

61 

43 

39 

28 

22 

— 

— 

1 

4 

15 

21 

16 

14 

— 

— 

— 

5 

9 

22 

29 

H^'perplasia  of  prostate  ... 

91 

91 

— 

60 

— 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Ot> 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

9 

— 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

93 

42 

51 

32 

44 

10 

7 

32 

3 

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

41 

4 

— 

3 

2 

— 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1017 

493 

524 

306 

359 

187 

165 

154 

6 

6 

12 

27 

94 

69 

126 

1 15 

6 

3 

3 

29 

106 

90 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

94 

74 

20 

60 

15 

24 

5 

— 

4 

7 

15 

15 

14 

7 

12 

— 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

34 

All  other  accidents 

287 

171 

116 

105 

68 

66 

48 

7 

2 

6 

16 

42 

44 

23 

32 

7 

4 

5 

— 

4 

7 

21 

35 

Suicide 

81 

62 

19 

41 

13 

21 

6 

— 

— 

— 

18 

30 

8 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

10 

— • 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

7 

4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

Total  

10456 

5715 

4741 

3864 

3244 

1851 

1497 

267 

35 

j 35 

74 

316 

‘1672 

1.558 

1858 

216 

31 

21 

32 

246 

989 

1306 

1901 

^Including  Municipal  Boroughs  of  Durham.  Hartlepool,  Jarrow  and  Stockton. 
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Comparativ^e  Vital  Statistics,  Administrative  County  of  Durham,  and  England  and  Wales,  1954. 


Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births. 
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